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Impromptu Discussions. 


A very decided success attended the innovation 
adopted by the Central V.M.S. at its February 
meeting, a report of which appeared in our pages 
last week. 

The idea that an impromptu discussion on a 
subject selected by ballot from a previously drawn 
up list would stimulate members to communicate 
their experiences, was a very good one, but there 
was room for doubt whether members would 
respond to the call. This doubt was distinctly 
negatived by the first trial of the plan at the Cen- 
tral Society, which resulted in exactly the sort of 
discussion that was desired—a discussion, moreover, 
which will repay perusal by any practitioner. The 
first trial having resulted in unqualified success, we 
may fully expect the Central V.M.S. to hold other 
“jmpromptu discussions” from time to time, and 


it may be hoped that, as suggested by the Presi- |° 


dent, the practice may extend to other Associations. 
Two things, and two only, are essential to the 
success of the plan with any society. In the first 
place, the list of subjects must be well chosen before 
hand. They should be such as frequently present 
difficulty in either diagnosis or treatment; they 
must be such as fall within the every-day experi- 
ence of the practitioner. Certainly we have no 
lack of subjects fulfilling both requirements. 
Secondly, members must realise that they are 
present to share in a discussion as well as to hear 
one, and not allow diffidence to prevent them con- 
tributing their experience. Both these. conditions 
should be easily fulfilled. The first merely requires 
a little common-sense on the part of those drawing 
up the list of subjects; the second a little public 
spirit from the members attending the meeting. 


ANZESTHESIA BY CHLORAL HyDRATE. 


Fresh uses have lately been claimed for that 
already extensively used drug—Chloral hydrate. 

For many years past, it has been used abroad, 
though not in England, as a general anesthetic for 
surgical purposes. For this purpose it bas some- 
times been administered orally, but more frequently 
rectally. Recently, however, certain French and 
Italian authorities have advocated its employment 
by intra-venous and intra-peritoneal injection. 
Great success has been claimed for the latter 
method in cases of severe colic, and for both 
methods in inducing general surgical anesthesia. 

Many English practitioners will be found some- 
what sceptical, especially regarding the latter 
question of surgical anesthesia. In the first place, 
it is the accepted teaching of English text-books 
that surgical anesthesia by chloral hydrate, how- 
ever administered, is neither so reliable nor so safe 





as that by chloroform. Most of us have accepted 
that teaching without at any time testing its correct- 
ness. It is certain that many men in other 
countries, who are perfectly familiar with the effects 
of chloroform, often use chloral hydrate by pre- 
ference 

Further, intravenous injection of chloral bydrate 
has often been cendemned as dangerous. On the 
other hand, some men at least who have practised 
it extensively have not found it so. 

Abroad, it seems possible that the intra-venous 
and intra peritoneal methods of inducing anesthesia 
by chloral hydrate may become largely adopted by 
practising clinicians. If any veterinarian in this 
country has given any extensive trial to the drug as 
an anesthetic, whatever the method of administra- 
tion, his colleagues would derive benefit from his 
experiences. 


ALBINISM. 


I noticed some time ago in The Veterinary 
Record that Mr. Nettlesbip asked for information 
regarding albinism. 

I have with me a few rough notes on some 
animals in the Lahore Zoological Gardens which 
attracted my attention. These few notes cannot be 
regarded as information, but they may be of 
interest. 

Subject No. 1.—A white buck. The hair of this 
animal is totally white; the skin on those places 
where hair does not grow is pink. The eye is not 
pink as may be expected, but dark in colour, the 
pupil being of a light blue and the iris almost black. 
The animal was mated with ordinary does of his 
own breed, and the progeny was lighter in colour 
than normal. He was then allowed to tup one of 
his own daughters, the result being an albino. 

Subject No. 2.—A white jackal (male). Coat 
pure white, skin of muzzle and paws pink, eyes 
almost the same as previously described in the 
buck, but appear to be affected by the sun, as they 
are generally kept half closed. No experimental 
breeding has been tried with this jackal yet. Iam 
told that there is another white jackal at large in the 
Lahore Gardens. 

Subject No 3.—There is a pure white peacock in 
this Zoo. When crossed with the ordinary wild 
peahen about 40 per cent. of the young are pure 
white. Endeavours were made to breed from this 
white cock and one of the white hens, but the experi- 
ment failed. 

V de V. H. Woontey, 1.C.V.D. 

Rawalpindi. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


On Fisronysin. — By Staff Veterinary Surgeon 
Perscu. 


In No. 14 of the Berliner Tier. Woch. Veterinary 
Surgeon Train writes of several cases of old phleg- 
monies that he has successfully treated with fibro- 
lysin. He warmly recommends the agent. A 
horse which I was called on to treat had suffered 
for some months with an old standing phlegmony, 
and there was a ratber bard swelling down the 
left thigh to the hock which resisted al! methods of 
treatment hitherto known to me. There were 
several transverse hemorrhagic cracks in the bend 
of the hock, which I healed by means of ointment 
and keeping the bock still. As soon, however, as 
the horse stood without firm bandaging, or was led 
out, the bleeding cracks in the skin opened again. I 
therefore hastened to apply the new treatment, and 
obtained some fibrolysin from the firm of E. Merck, 
of Darmstadt. 

The first dose of 11:5 ¢. em. of fibrolysin I applied 
to the left side of the neck of the horse on April 
10th, 1908 I noticed at this time that the trans- 
verse fissures had cicatrised once again. No 
change of skin arose at the place after the injection, 
and measurement of the joint three days after 
showed no lessening of circumference. 

I gave a second injection four days after the 
first, using 11:5 c.cm. of the agent again, and had 
the horse led out daily. Three days after the 
second injection the cracks were visible and bleeding 
again, and measurement of the swelling showed 
that it had not declined. I treated the wounds 
with gallic ointment and got cicatrisation again. 

On April 19th I gave a third injection. On May 
15th there was no change iu the joint. Movement 
was stiff and helpless. Now the horse bad daily 
exercise and the fissures opened no more. The 
wounds were bathed with lysol, and wadding 
dressed with gall ointment applied. Aftera further 
eight days the horse was ridden and used regularly. 
The skin cicatrised under this treatment ; the swell- 
ing of the bone declined, stiffness of gait was Icst, 
and now the horse does his ordinary work. An 
improvement of the condition was not brought 
about by fibrolysin in my opinion. 

A second similar case had the same negative 
result. The remedy is not cheap, being 9°30 marks 
for three doses.—Ex. Zeitschrift fur Veterindr- 
kunde. 

[This may be interesting as well as the following 
in view of the discussion on fibrolysin, advertised 
to take place at the Lincolnshire V.M.A. on Feb. 
18th.— Transl. | 


TREATMENT OF a PHLEGMONY OF THE FETLOCK 
Joint witH Frsrotysin. — By Dr. Kranicn, 
Veterinary Surgeon. 


Hard swellings of the fetlock joint often remain 
in horses after repeated plegmony. In order to 
lessen cedema injections of fibrolysin and massage 
are necessary. A horse I treated had an injection 
of fibrolysin every second day in the gluteal mus- 





cles. Massage and daily movement were also em- 
ployed. No bad appearances were noticed at the 
njection places. 11:5 c.cm. was the dose given. 

After the sixth injection there was considerable 
lessening of the circumference of the fetlock joint; 
but after 15 injections it did not quite go back to 
its normal size, although the corresponding limb wag 
sound. The continuance of the treatment occupied 
four weeks. — Ex. B. fiir V. 

G. M. 


DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA OF THE Ricut LOoBE or 
THE LIVER IN A Cow. 


Ronaud (Revue Vétérinaire) records the following 
rare lesion in a five year-old cow, which was killed 
when in excellent health and condition. 

Upon opening the thoracic cavity, a tumour of 
the size of the fist was found upon the anterior 
aspect of the diaphragm. 

When the abdominal cavity was examined, this 
apparent tumour was found to be really a hernia. 
In the right and superior portion of the phrenic 
centre, there existed an opening of the diameter of 
the thumb, regularly rounded, and surrounded by 
connective tissue which had caused adhesions 
between the front of the liver and the back of the 
diaphragm. This opening completely traversed the 
diaphragm, and gave passage to » portion of hepatic 
tissue, which detached itself from the right lobe of 
the liver, and had taken the exact dimensions of 
the diaphragmatic orifice. Arrived at the anterior 
part of the diaphragm, it expanded, and was con- 
tinued as a brown tumour of the size of the fist, 
only slightly mobile, and covered by the diaphrag- 
matic pleura, which it had pushed forwards, and 
which concealed its true nature when the thorax 
was first examined. No connective tissue adhesions, 
and no sanguineous infiltration, existed upon the 
anterior aspect of the diaphragm. 

It was surmised that the lesion, which bad caused 
no symptoms during life, had been produced by a 
traumatism. As strangulation had not taken place, 
the hepatic tissue was normal.—(Annales de Med. 
Vet. and Le Bulletin Vétérinaire). 


MENINGEAL TUBERCULOSIS. 


Leeb records a case of tuberculosis of the pia 
mater, which he had an opportunity of observing 
before slaughter, and afterwards examined post- 
mortem. 

The subject was a cow about four and a half 
years old, in moderate condition, which was 
slaughtered on account of feeding irregularly, and 
being the subject of numerous attacks of cerebral 
disturbance. 

When first seen by Leeb, the cow was standing 
quite quietly, but the fixed, staring gaze was im- 
mediately noticeable. After a short time, the ani- 
mal was suddenly attacked by a violent cerebral 
paroxysm. She ran with her head against the 
wall, then sank upon ber knees, sprang up, trembled 
violently, went again several times to the wall, and 
then became quiet once more. 

No cough was noticed, despite a somewhat 
lengthy observation. , 
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Leeb diagnosed cerebral tuberculosis, but not 
without some doubt, as not the least cough was 
present, and the animal showed no special signs 
which indicated general extensive tuberculosis, and 
meningeal emboli in consequence. The cow was 
slaughtered, and the carcase examined the same day. 

The abdominal viscera, the udder, and the lym- 
phatic glands of the carcase were found free from 
tuberculosis. 

When the thoracic cavity was examined, the 
pericardium and heart were found to be completely 
normal; but the lungs showed advanced tubercu- 
losis. and the pleura fairly large tubercular deposits. 
The bronchial and mediastinal lymphatic glands 
were tuberculous. 

The base of the brain presented extraordinarily 
numerous and closely adjacent little nodules of a 
grey colour. Small nodules in lesser numbers were 
also present on the convexity of the cerebrum, and 
in part over the cerebellum. The whole tubercu- 
lous processes were distinctly visible upon the pia 
mater, and extended with it in isolated places into 
the furrows of the brain. 

The cerebral lesions were clearly due to meta- 
stasic emboli from the thorax. 

Leeb apparently thinks the case of interest from 
the fact that he was able to arrive at a correct 
diagnosis from the cerebral symptoms alone —Ex. 
Berliner Tier. Wochenschrift. 


Tae Possipmities oF OstricH FARMING IN 
GERMANY. 


Karl Hagenbeck, the principal furnisher of zoo- 
logical gardens throughout the world, has for some 
years been studying the acclimatisation of African 
wild animals (lions, giraffes, antelopes, and ostriches) 
living in the open-air in the enclosed park at Stel- 
lingen, near Hamburg. 

In that place, the ostriches imported from the 
English Colony of the Cape possess perfect health, 
although obliged in winter to endure a cold which 
may reach 10 C. (22 F. below freezing point). 
Hagenbeck has observed that, under the influence 
of a more rigorous climate, a notable development 
takes place in the plumage of ostriches. As the 
value of the birds is thus increased, he thinks that 
German farmers might derive considerable profit 
from the establishment of ostrich farms. He is 
beginning the first experiment upon his own account 
and will report his results. —Annales de Méd. Vét. 

W.R.C. 





THE CONTROL OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS. 
By J.G. Rutuerrorp, V.D.G., Canada. 


Abstract of a paper read before Section VIL. of the Inter- 
national Congress on Fuberculosis, at Washington, 
D.C., on Oct. 1, 1908. 


Our knowledge of tuberculosis, the tuberculin test, 
and of their vagaries, has all along been defective and 
incomplete, and undoubtedly is so to-day, and when we 
bear in mind the many legislative mistakes which, owing 
to this lack of exact knowledge, have been made in the 
past, it must be admitted that caution is commendable, 


and that, before taking any definite departmental 





action involving the large interests which are at stake in 
such a country as Canada, it is reasonable that we 
should “look before we leap,” and guard, as far as may 
be, against the possibility of having to recede, more or 
less ignominiously, from a position once taken. 

Many of our medical friends and some veterinarians 
whose zeal outruns their discretion, advocate compul- 
sory testing and the slaughter of all reacting animals. 
At first sight, to men lacking practical experience, and 
perhaps devoid of responsibility, this policy may appear 
a very simple solution of the problem. That it is very 
far from being so, however, needs but little demenstra- 
tion to an audience of this nature. All practical veteri- 
nary sanitarians, dealing in large matters, are, even 
without taking into consideration the painful experience 
of those communities which, in earlier days, were rash 
enough to adopt it, well aware, not only of the great 
difficulties to be encountered in carrying out such a 
policy, but of the fact that under ordinary circumstances, 
in spite of the great economic waste involved, its results 
are by no means so satisfactory as its advocates would 
like to have us believe. 

Most of us can remember the time when the majority 
of veterinarians, many of whom should have known 
better, believed that if a herd of cattle were tested, the 
reactors destroyed, and the premises disinfected, the 
disease was stamped out and the owner might thereafter 
be left to follow his own courses. 

Intelligent men have, of conrse, understood from the 
beginning that there must be, in the very nature of 
things, a period of latency or incubation between the 
time of infection and that when an infected animal 
wonld react to tuberculin. This period was fixed in 
1899 and 1900 by contemporaneous but entirely inde- 
pendent experimen}s carried on by the Tuberculin Com- 
mittee of the Royal Agricultural Society of England 
and by Drs. Nocard and Rossignol, under the auspices of 
the Socié’éde Médecine Vé:érinaire Pratique of France. 
The results in both cases were practically the same and 
showed the period of incubation, while depending some- 
what upon the mode and degree of infection, to range 
from eight to fifty days. 

This fact, affecting vitally as it does both the original 
herd and any additions or replacements which may be 
mace, is in itself a very serious obstacle to the satisfac- 
tory working ont of a policy of compulsory testing and 
slanghter, even with liberal compensation. Taken in 
conjunction with the vagaries of tuberculin, especially 
on second, third, and fourth tests in the same herds, and 
the numerous ingenious methods adopted by owners, 
especially of pure bred cattle, in order to defeat the 
test, it is sufficient to exclude from the field of practical 
action this method of dealing with tuberculosis, except 
in small and circumscribed communities, in which all, 
or at least a majority of the owners are alive to the 
necessity of stamping-out tuberculosis, and are willing 
to co-operate heartily with the authorities in bri: ging 
about that result. 

This conclusion on my part has not been rashly arrived 
at. Ever since tuberculin was first used as a diagnostic 
agent in bovine tuberculosis I have been studying its 
action, and during the whole of that period my oppor 
tunities for such study have been considerably greater 
than fall to the lot of the average veterinarian. 

Let us go a little more into detail. A herd of, say one 
hundred cattle, kept under ordinary stable conditions is 
tested, and twenty-five reactors are found. These 
twenty-five animals, together with any which, owing to 
the disease being in an advanced stage, may fail to react 
but which are detected by clinical examination, are 
slaughtered and the premises carefully disinfected. It 
is not so very long, as I have already said, since many 
veterinarians were teaching that such a herd was safe 
and sound, and that provided any animals added were 
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carefully tested before being brought into contact, no 
further danger need be apprehended. This is, of course, 
very far from being the case. 

In the first place a retest after three months will, de- 

nding to some extent on the virulence of the particu- 
ar infection, a point of great importance, and the sani- 
tary condition reveal perhaps from five to ten new re- 
actors. Even after these have been destroyed and the 

remises again disinfected the herd is by no means safe. 

he ten reactors, taking that as the number, have been 
living in close contact with the remaining sixty-five, and 
it is quite likely that three months late, several of the 
latter will be found to be affected. Here also comes 
into play the uncertainty of tuberculin in repeated 
tests ; a most serious consideration, especially where 
doubtful reactions are concerned. In spite of Prof. 
Vallée’s important and valuable discovery, which I may 
say does not by any means apply in all cases, it is quite 
within the bounds of possibility that a number of ani- 
mals, affected to a greater or less degree, will fail to react 
when tested for the thiru or fourth time. This acquired 
tolerance to tuberculin is one of its most serions limi- 
tations, and constitutes another difficulty somewhat hard 
toovercome. Let us admit, however, that after the lapse 
of a longer or shorter period and a number of carefully 
conducted retests, the survivors of the original herd are 
pronerly pronounced healthy. 

We must now take into consideration the question of 
additions and replacements, one which, from a business 
standpoint, is in the majority of instances of paramount 
importance to the owner. It is not enough to have the 
new animals tested before bringing them on to the 
premises. The same limitation, viz., that of the incuba- 
tive period, applies to such tests as to those with which 
we have been dealing. New arrivals must be isolated, 
not only from the original herd but from each other, 
and submitted to a retest at the expiry of at least three 
months before being allowed to come into contact with 
any other cattle. 

Two further points here demand our attention. We 
have hitherto, presumably, been speaking of tests 
honestly applied to the cattle of an honest owner and 
by a capable, intelligent and experienced veterinarian. 
We must now first consider some of the nefarious 
methods employed by dishonest and unprincipled 
owners to nullify the test and so defeat the end in view. 

The old method of dosing beforehand with tuberculin, 
although still followed in many herds, has largely lost 
its value through the discovery of Professor Vallé2 above 
referred to, and is now, asa rule, only employed when 
the testing veterinarian is agreeably complacent, or a few 
—_ behind his age. It has, among the more astute 

reeders and dealers, been largely superseded by the 
practice of administering one or other of the modern 
antipyretics combined, for the sake of safety, with other 
drugs, to such animals as are known to be tuberculons, 
or which show any rise of temperature when undergoing 
the test. 

This plan is beautiful in its simplicity. Temperatnres 
are quietly taken from half an hour to an hour before the 
veterinarian makes his rounds and the febrifuge, mixed 
with a little sugar and disguised in a handful or two of 
meal, is licked up by the animal without any fuss or 
trouble. There is no drenching, no handling, no excite- 
ment ; the temperature drops, and although there may 
be and often is thermal irregularity, there is no distinct 
rise, and above all no tuberculin arch. 

This brings us to the second of my two further points, 
viz., the veterinarian making the test. 

While, with all its limitations, I have great confidence 
in the diagnostic properties of tuberculin, I must confess 
to a feeling of suspicion with reference to all charts that 
are in any degree, what I may term colourless, unless I 






Too many men take it for granted that everything is fair 
and above board, and depending entirely on their ther. 
mometer readings, allow themselves to be hood-winked 
by dishonest and unscrupulous owners. I could go into 
many details, and perhaps furnish some amusement by 
recounting some of the artful dodges resorted to in 
order to keep the veterinarian away from his cattle 
between temperatures, so as to permit of their being 
safely manipulated, but time will not permit. 

One thing, however, should be emphasized, viz., the 
fact that in the overwhelming majority of cases we have 
in addition to the temperature rise, a distinct clinical 
reaction, some of the most salient features of which may 
be, and often are only temporary, while others persist 
nntil at least twenty-fours after injection. Among the 
temporary signs which may be noticed, as a rule 
from six to twelve hours after injection are, in 
severe cases, rigors, often accompanied by staring coat 
general excitation and frequently diarrhoea. In less 
well-marked cases we have coldness over the loins, 
quarters, thighs and tail, sub-acute excitation and general 
malaise Even when these symptoms have passed off 
the animal maintains a standing posture and is more or 
less stiffened ; there is loss of appetite, rumination js 
suspended, and in milch cows the flow of milk is 
diminished. 

Close attention to and observation of the animals 
undergoing the test are, in my opinion, indispensable. 
Even with them it is possible for mistakes to be made ; 
withont them the tuberculin test is very apt to be badly 
discredited. 

I might perhaps explain that the foregoing remarks 
on the necessity of care and exactitude in making tests 
are intended to emphasize the idea that only skilful and 
specially trained men can with safety be employed in 
this work, no small difficulty in itself, when it comes to 
undertaking a universal and compulsory testing policy. 

There is still more to be said against compnlsory 
testing and slanghter. Many reactors are but slightly 
affected, and while in the case of beef cattle in good con- 
dition the loss from their slanghter may be insignificant, 
it is a very different matter when valuable pure-bred 
herds, or even common grade stock thin in flesh, are con- 
demned. It is true that with the latter the question of 
compensation may be more easily settled than with the 
former, but the matter of economic waste is only one of 
degree, for while the pure-bred reactors might live ont 
their natural lives and produce more valnable and, with 
proper precantions, healthy stock, the thin grades might 
he fattened and slaughtered under careful supervision 
for the purposes of human food. 

For the reasons given above I am convinced that, at 
least on any large scale, the policy of compulsory testing 
and slaughter is not a practicable one. 

Turning to the policy of voluntary testing, or testing 
in response to applications from owners, now followed 
in certain of the United States and in several of the 
countries of Europe, I would point out that not only do 
most of the arguments against compulsory testing apply 
to it with equal force, but several other factors come up 
for consideration. Among these perhaps the most 
important is the fact that in testing only those herds in 
a country which are voluntarily submitted to the 
authorities, the progress made in eradicating tubercu- 
losis must, of necessity, be not only very slow but very 
uncertain. Even Professor Bang admits that, under the 
experience of repeated and often disappointing tests, the 
patience and courage of our Danish friends not infre- 
quently fail,and they become weary of well-doing and 
relapse into carelessness, 

This phase of the matter is one which must be taken 
into account, and when with it is considered the fact that 
the last to ask for the test are, as a rule, the breeders of 





know that the man who signs them is an honest, con- 
scientious, wide-awake and experienced veterinarian. 


pure-bred stock, whose herds are the principal agents in 
disseminating disease, the ultimate ineffectiveness of 





“Swe © 


SS + US oe oO 


‘'__s 


— 


wewanmsmweewvwes* ee Vue wv Ww aay 


March 6, 1909 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 589 





voluntary testing is pretty clearly demonstrated. Owners 
must obtain fresh blood from time to time and unless a 
man is heart and soul with the authorities in their 
efforts to clean up his herd, and takes every possible and 
minute precaution accordivgly, it is, so long as tubercu- 
losis exists in the country, only a matter of time until 
his stock relapses into a condition of disease. 

In this connection I have read with much interest the 

lan proposed by Dr. Niven, Medical Health Officer of 

anchester, and supported by Professor Delépine and 
Mr. Brittlebank, the chief veterinary officer of that city, 
which includes the forming of disease-free islands by 
eradicating tuberculosis from certain farms, and gradu- 
ally extending the work over small districts, to be still 
further enlarged as the system finds favour with stock 
owners. 

While there are some features of the scheme, such as 
the spending of public money in specially selected locali- 
ties to the exclusion of other taxpayers, and the supply- 
ing of oy oe buildings, through bringing pressure to 
bear on landlords or otherwise, which are scarcely 
applicable to conditions in America, it is, in my opinion, 
much more sensible and likely to be productive of ulti- 
mate benefit than the diffuse policy of promiscnously 
testing a herd here and there over an extensive territory, 
difficult, if not impossible, to keep under observation or 
control without an enormous staff of well trained, ex- 
perienced and absolutely conscientious veterinary in- 
spectors, having no interest, beyond that of duty, in the 
herds with which they are called upon to deal or their 
owners. I might here say that the policy of employing 
local practitiuners for this work has been repeatedly 
tried and, in my experience at least, has not in the 
majority of instances proved either beneficial or suc- 
cessful, 

I have nothing to say against the Bang system itself ; 
in fact | am, and always have been, one of its most con- 
sistent advocates and admirers. I cannot, however, 
after thirty years experience as a veterinarian, and with 
the knowledge, acquired in that time, of conditions on 
the ordinary North American farm, bring myself to 
believe that it is capable of successful general application 
on this continent. 

There is no doubt that if all our stock owners were 
thoroughly intelligent, well informed, anxious to rid 
their herds of tuberculosis, and gifted with an infinite 
capacity for taking pains, either the Bang system or that 
of Ostertag might be adopted with every hope of a suc- 
cessful issue. As matters stand, we must, in order to 
deal with bovine tuberculosis effectively, have some 
detinite policy of legal control, and the question, to my 
mind, is whether or not such control can properly be 
based on the tuberculin test. 

At present I am inclined to favour a combination of 
the systems of Bang and Ostertag with that of the Man- 
chester men, accompanied by a closer supervision of in- 
fected herds than is recommended by either of the two 
first named authorities, so far as | understand their 
methods. 

All clinical or, if they can be detected, open cases of 
tuberculosis, should be destroyed ; all the adults in 
herds in which such cases are found to be treated as if 
diseased, narked and segregated accordingly ; all milk 
from such herds to be pasteurised, whether used for 
human food or for that of animals ; the progeny to be 
effectively separated from the adults, regularly submit- 
ted to the tuberculin test, and kept by themselves until 
the disease has been eliminated from the premises by 
the death or removal of the affected parent stock. Any 
animals added to the healthy herd would, of course, 
have to be tested on purchase, and retested after three 
months careful isolation. 

I am free to admit that this plan is open to many of 
the objections which I have advanced against the other 
two already mentioned, but it appears to me to obviate 


the enormous economic waste and the tremendous popu- 
lar mages involved in the policy of compulsory 
slaughter, while it promises, if systematically applied 
and patiently and carefully carried out, infinitely Coster 
results than can be hoped tor from that of promiscously 
testing the herds of only such owners as are willing to 
submit them to the action of the authorities. 

The presence of one or more actual clinical cases of 
tuberculosis in any herd would constitute a perfectly 
defensible and reasonable ground for official action, and 
by making notification by owners or veterinarians com- 
pulsory, as in other scheduled diseases, reliable informa- 
tion on which snch action could be taken, would in 
most instances be forthcoming. 

As has been well said by the editor of 7’he Lancet in 
commenting on the recent able paper of Dr. Overland, 
of Norway, the famous address of Dr. Koch in 1901 
has, after all, by stimulating others to investigation and 
research, been productive of good, perhaps to an extent 
sufficient to offset the hesitation and delay in actual 
practical effort which it undoubtedly caused. 

Asa result of that address, we veterinarians to-day 
know, or perhaps I should say, have the proofs conclu- 
sive and satisfactory of many things which we knew be- 
fore, but were scarcely able to prove, regarding the 
transmissibility to man of bovine tuberculosis and vice 
versa. 

And this brings me to vaccination, a subject on which 
I have nothing to say, beyond that, up to the present, 
the published results of inoculation with bovo-vaccine 
are, from a practical viewpoint, singularly confusing, in- 
conclusive, and discouraging. The immunity acquired 
under the most favourable conditions appears to be of 
short duration, and any advantage which may be gained, 
is, to my thinking, more than offset by the danger of 
spreading the disease. 

Where cultures of the human type are used the risks 
appear to be, if possible, even more serious. Weber and 
Tirze working under the direction of the German 
Imperial Health Office, report, according to Theobald 
Smith, that the udder of a cow vaccinated with a buman 
culture, shed human bacilli into the milk for a period of 
fifteen months. 

Let us make haste slowly in work of this kind, and be 
sure of our ground before we issue any more of these 
definite pronouncements which make nasty swallowing 
later on. 

I have now briefly and inadequately placed before 
this Congress my views regarding the various methods 
recommended by scientists for the control of bovine 
tuberculosis. While these views may to some appear 
pessimistic, they are at least honest, and have been care- 
fully considered with dne regard to the responsibility 
which the veterinary sanitarian, entrusted with large 
interests, owes to humanity at large as well as to those 
interests. Dogmatise as we may, we are still groping, 
and in this as in other matters of a like nature, those 
who have delved the deepest are the least sure of their 
ground. 

In the meantime, while we are awaiting, as I fear we 
will, for some time yet have to await, the discovery of a 
certain and satisfactory scientific method of dealing with 
bovine tuberculosis, let us, as practical men, carry on an 
energetic campaign of education among cattle owners 
and the general public. Bovine tuberculosis will 2e 
stamped out when individual owners realise that it pays 
much better to keep sound cattle than to lose money and 
feed in maintaining herds tainted with disease. 

In this campaign of education there should first be 
taken up a question in regard to which veterinarians 
have hitherto, in most cases, been a negligent. If 
there is one matter to-day in which veterinarians are 
behind the age, it is that of failing to insist at all times, 
in season and out of season, on the importance to live 
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ing before us the object lesson afforded by the medical 
profession, and the marvellous results which its members 
are achieving by open air treatment, not only helping, 
but actually curing advanced cases of tuberculosis, to 
say noth ng of checking the disease, as is now daily done, 
in its early stages, it is nothing short of disgraceful that 
we are yearly permitting thousands of valuable animals 
to become infected owing to the unsanitary conditions 
under which their owners insist on keeping them. 

Of the truth of this contention, which is, perhaps, 
at first sight, rather sweeping, there is no lack of proof. 
In northern countries where cattle are generally Bie 
housed, and where a proper system of ventilation is the 
exception and not the rule, we almost invariably find 
bovine tuberculosis rampant. In milder climates where 
animals have free access tu fresh air, as for instance 
among the Hereford cattle in England, it isa rare thing 
to find a case of that disease. On the ranges tubercu- 
losis is unknown, except where it has been introduced 
by some pampered stable-bred individual, and evea such 
a one is more likely to recover than tu die, provided the 
malady is not too far advanced and the first winter can 
be endured. 

To put the case plainly, stockmen are breeding tuber- 
culosis a great deal faster through neglect of this im- 

rtant subject of ventilation than it will ever be possi- 

le to stamp it out by the promiscuous use of tuberculin 
and the slaughter of diseased animals. 








VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


The annual general meeting was held in the Royal 
Veterinary College of Ireland, Shelbourne Road, Dublin, 
on Thursday evening, 28th January. The out-going 
President, Prof. Mettam, was in the chair, and there 
were also present Messrs. A. Watson, P. J. Howard, 
J. D. Richardson, Profs. O’Connor and Craig, B. P. J. 
Mahony, B. W. Flannery, J. H. Norris, M. Purcell, 
R. H. Lambert, W. C. Patrick, J. H. Carr, J. K. Thomp- 
son, R. Griffin, F.C. Ryan, J. B. Dunlop, M. Hedley, 
and Jas. McKenny. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from the 
following : Messrs. J. D. Whitty, J. A. Thompson, J. H. 
Jones, Major Eassie, D.S.O., A. Dobbyn, J. H. H. 

, J. R. Lewis, Capt. R. H. Holmes, G. B. Miller, 
J. A. Jordan, W. Chambers, D. Hamilton, F. W. Taylor, 
E. C. Winter, F. Kerr, H. Gibson, W H. Wilkinson and 
W. P. Cushnahan. 

The PREsIDENT : The minutes of the previous meeting 
have been circulated, will some gentleman propose them 
to be taken as read ? 

Mr. Watson: Mr. President, I have an objection to 
these minutes. They state that “Mr. McKenny sub- 
mitted the following paper.” I attended that meeting 
and never heard that paper read, and I am sure that no 
one present hearditread. I particularly wanted to hear 
the paper and the discussion on it. It is most irregular 
to enter it on these minutes as having been read. Be- 
fore the minutes are taken as read, I propose that that 
portion of them be deleted. 

Mr. McKenny: If - look, I think that you will see 
that it is stated that the paper was only submitted, not 
read. The paper was brought here and submitted here, 
and there was no discussion on it as it was not read. It 
is now printed and circulated, and any discussion may 
take place on it. It was at the very end of the meeting 
and I handed it to Prof. Mettam, the president. 

Mr. Watson : I distinctly hold that the paper was 
not submitted to the meeting. Reading these minutes 
anyone would take it as having been submitted to the 
meeting. I was there to the very end and certainly 





heard no mention of it after the vote to the Chairman 
for bis occupancy of the chair. I am aware that after 
the meeting there was a specimen on the table. 

The CuaIRMAN : I quite agree that the minutes are 
supposed to record what actually occurs. This paper 
was not read, as it might seem. Is it your wish that 
this paper be deleted from the minutes as having been 
brought before the meeting, but not considered ? 

Mr. Patrick: Certainly at the meeting, but never 
read, 

The Cuarrman : Lic Mr. McKenny intend this paper 
to be discussed at this meeting ? 

Mr. McKenny: Certainly, with pleasure. 

Mr. Carr: I move as an amendment that Mr. Me- 
Kenny’s case be discussed at the next meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN: That is a notice of motion that the 
paper be discussed at the next meeting ? 

Mr. Watson : I hold that that is not an amendment 
to my resolution. 

The motion that that part of the minutes referring to 
the paper should be deleted trom the minutes was then 
put to the meeting and carried. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The CuarrMaN: Mr. Holland has been proposed and 
seconded for the position of President. There is no 
opposition to that, and therefore [ have pleasure in 
declaring Mr. Holland elected. (Applause.) 

Treasurer.—Mr. HEDLEY having been proposed and 
seconded for the post of treasurer, and there being no 
second nomination, Mr. Hedley was elected. 

Secretary —Mr. WILKINSON having been proposed 
and seconded for the post of Secretary, and there being 
no opposition, Mr. Wilkinson was elected. 

Mr. McKenny: On behalf of Mr. Wilkinson, I wish 
to apologise for his absence, as he has got a very severe 
cold and could not come here to-night. On his behalf I 
may thank the Association for his election. 

Vice Presidents—The CHairRMAN: Four Vice-presi- 
dents are elected annually by the Association. The fol- 
lowing four gentlemen have been duly a and 
seconded : Messrs. F. Kerr, J. J. Ross, W. Chambers, 
ard R. H. Lambert, and as there has been no opposition 
I declare these four gentlemen elected Vice-presidents 
of the Association. (Applause.) 

Council.—For the Council eleven gentlemen have 
been nominated. Now as ten constitutes the number 
of members who can be elected to the Council there is 
one above the number, and it is necessary that we shall 
proceed to ballot, and therefore I now declare the ballot 
open for the election of Council. Perhaps some gentle- 
men will propose two gentlemen as scrutineers who have 
not been nominated as members of the Council. 

The CHAIRMAN then read the names of the eleven 
gentlemen who had been nominated as members of the 
Council. 

Mr. McKenny: At the last general meeting it was 
proposed that in future the voting papers should be en- 
closed in envelopes, so as not to be seen. This time 
some of them came in the ordinary way, some of them 
were opened by accident, but I have not seen them as I 
closed them up immediately. I have carried out the 
instructions that I got, but, of course, it has not been 
made a rule as yet. I think it is only right to say that 
some of them were opened. I don’t know what the 
voting has been. 

The CuarrMAN: It is proposed by Mr. Hedley, and 
seconded by Mr. Lambert, that Prof. O’Connor and Mr. 
Thompson act as scrutineers. 

Mr. Watson: I think the Secretary is wrong in 
saying that the proposal to place the voting papers in 
envelopes was announced at a general meeting. I do 
not remember any such suggestion. I think it is abso- 
lutely irregular in its adoption. It is well to keep to the 
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rules after all. If it was suggested I should like to know 
when. 

Mr. Howarp: I think that Mr. Carr’s suggestion was 
made with the idea of preventing any little irregularities, 
and that the voting papers should be sent in enclosed. 
I think that our Secretary got distinct instructions to 
see that they were. 

At this stage Mr. Hedley intimated that each voting- 
paper should be shown to him in order that he might 
see if the voter had paid his subscription, by which he 
would be entitled to exercise the privileges of member- 
ship. 

Mr. M’KeEnny : I was just attending to the scrutineers 
when Mr. Watson was speaking relative to the voting. 
papers. At a Council meeting on the 19th March it 
was snggested that the voting-papers should have an 
envelope accompanying them, for return, marked 
“ voting-paper,” and that such communications be not 
seen until handed over to the scrutineers. That is what 
I was referring to. 

Mr. Watson: I think if I understood Mr. M’Kenny 
right he spoke of it being submitted to a general meeting. 

Mr. M’Kenny: Here it isin black and white at a 
Council meeting held on the 19th March. 

The CHAIRMAN : It was done on Mr. Carr’s suggestion, 

Mr. Carr: What Mr. M’Kenny says is right. That 
was just what occurred at the Council meeting. 

Mr. Watson : Lam not disputing that it tovk place ; 
{ am disputing that it took place at a general meeting, 
if it is an alteration of the rules. 

Mr. M’Kenny: It is not an alteration of the rules. 

Mr. Watson : I certainly object to your correcting it. 
Except it was in the form of a resolution and circulated 
among the members at that time and place to discuss, it 
should not be utilised by the Secretary. 

The CHarrMAN: It was done on instructions from 
the Connecil to the Secretary. 

Mr. M’Kenny : It was only a suggestion and I acted 
on it. 

Mr. Watson : That matter should be delegated by 
the general meeting to the Council, and, therefore, the 
Council should not have acted. 

Mr. Carr: Am I in order in proposing a resolution 
now for the guidance of the Council ? 

Mr. Watson: It would be out of order. 

Mr. Carr: I was only going to propose that we 
should meet earlier now that Mr. Watson has come on 
the Council. (Laughter). 

Mr. HEDLEY examined the voting-papers and read the 
names of those who had voted, but could not exercise 
the privilege of voting. Outstanding subscriptions 
were paid in several instances on behalf of members, 
and the papers were then sent forward to the scrutineers, 

The CuarrMan : Until the scrutineers have completed 
their work I think we might go on with the report of 
Council, which I will read to you. 


Report oF CounNcIL. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, In reply to the circular 
letter sent the Members of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons practising in Ireland, several communica- 
tions were received from Members in which they state 
they will carry out the suggestions contained in the 
cirenlar, and in compliance therewith they forwarded 
some newspapers. In one, The Leinster Leader, the 
following letter appears from a doctor :— 


‘In reply to your letter dated the 6th inst., in reference 
to the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, 
1908, I do not consider it is any part of my duty, as Medical 
Officer of this district to carry out the provisions required 
by this Order. I know nothing of animals or their diseases. 
It is very clearly stated in the Local Government Board's 
memo of the 25th February, 1908, that a Veterifiary 
Surgeon saould be appointed, as the detection of tuber- 
cular, disease, etc., requires expert knowledge which is 





possessed in a special degree by them (see appointment of 
Officers, page 3), Article 26 clearly provides for payment 
for these special duties, showing that medical officers of 
health ard sub-sanitary inspectors are not expected to 
perform the duties required by this order under their 
present salaries.’’ 


Copies of The Coleraine Chronicle and The Northern 
Constitution were also received, in which reports of 
Rural and Urban Councils appear. In the former paper 
under the date of November 28th, 1908, the following 
advertisment appears :— 

‘* Ballycastle Rural District Council. 

Will at their meeting on the lst December, 1908, in the 
Boardroom of the Workhouse, Ballycastle, proceed to the 
appointment of a Qualified Veterinary Surgeon as Inspector 
under the Dairies, Cowsbeds, and Milkshops (Ireland) 
Order of 1908, at asalary of £60 per annum, this salary to 
include any duties he may be called npon to perform under 
the Tuberculosis Bill, if the same becomes law. Applica- 
tions will be received by me up to 12 noon on the day of the 
proposed appointment. By Order, 

Hugh M’Gill (Clerk to the Local Authority), 
Council Office, Ballycastle, 17th Nov., 1908."’ 


In the issue of December 5th, 1908, the same paper 
publishes the following :- 


‘* Dairies and Cowsheds Order, 
Veterinary Surgeon Appointed. 


The members of the Council were specially summoned 
for the purpose of appointing a veterinary surgeon ae 
Inspector under the Dairies and Cowsheds Order, at a 
salary of £60 per annum, this salary to include any duties 
that he might be called upon to perform under the Tuber- 
culosis Bill, should same become law. 

Mr. Randal M’Donnell, M.R.C.V.8., Ballycastle, was 
the only applicant for the position, and in his letter of 
application stated that if appointed, he would endeavour as 
far as he could, tocarry out the requirements of the Order 
with fairness and impartiality. Mr. M’Donnell was unani- 
mously appointed.”’ 


The following extract from me pee of the 
Ballymoney Urban Council appeared in Zhe Northern 
Constitution of December 12th, 1908 :-— 

‘* Appointment of a Veterinary Surgeon. 

Two proposals were received for the appointment of a 
veterinary surgeon under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk- 
shops Order. 

The Chairman asked were the tenders to be opened, or 
would they join with the Rural Council in the matter. 

The Clerk, in reply to Mr. Boyd, said there had been 
no communication from the Rural Council. 

Mr. Murphy said he had been speaking to a member of 
the Rural Council that day, and the latter was of opinion 
that there must have been some mistake between the two 
Councils, and he (Mr. Murphy) was of opinion it would be 
better to join with the Rural Council in the matter. 

The Chairman opened the proposals, which were as 
follows :—Mr. F. J. Boyle at £5 10s. per annum ; 
Mr. J. A. Gault at £10 per annum. 

Mr. Darcus said he had great pleasure in proposing 
Mr. Boyle. He was a man of twenty years’ experience. 

The Chairman: Now we don’t want to hear about Mr. 
Boyle’s abilities ; we all know both gentlemen very well. 

Mr. M’Kay seconded Mr. Boyle’s appointment, and 
the motion was passed unanimously"’ 


The foregoing facts were considered in connection 
with previously considered matters relating to the 
subject, and after a lengthened discussion, the following 
resolutions were passed :— 

“That the Hon. Secretary be authorised to write to 
the Local Government Board and to the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Royal College of Physicians, and the 
Genera! Medical Association, asking them to receive a 
deputation consisting of the following gentlemen :— 


Messrs. Mettam, Mason, Byrne, Moffett, Carr, Ross, 
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Howard, Watson and M’Kenny, to discuss the q'estion 
of medical men taking positions uuder the Dairies, 
Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order (Ireland), 1908, and 
that a précis of our statement be made out by Prof. 
Mettam in collaboration with Mr. Watson and the 
Hon. Secretary. 

That the Secretary, when the précis of our statement 
is made out, communicate with the Royal College of 
Surgeons and the Royal College of Physivians and the 
General Medical Section, to see if they could not join 
together in meeting the Deputation to consist of the 
following members :—-Messrs. Mettam, Mason, Byrne, 
Watson, Patrick, Ross, Cleary and M’Kenny (Hon. Sec.). 

In accordance with these resolutions, the Secretary 
wrote the following letter to the Local Government 


Board :— 

“Dear Sir,—On the 14th day of April, 1908, your 
Board graciously received a Deputation froin the Veteri- 
nary Medical Societies of Ireland, with reference to the 
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, 1908, 
and gave a very courteous and enconraging interview. 
Your Board indicated their approval of the views set 
forth by the Deputation. 

“Since the interview mentioned, certain experience 
and evidence have accnmulated, which imply that 
a further consultation would be of inutual service. The 
questions which arise for interview are indicated in the 
attached memorandum. 

“T am instrneted to ask that you will favourably 
entertain the suggestion made, and will name a day 
when the Local Government Buard can receive another 
Deputation on behalf of the aforenamed Veterinary 
Societies. Yonrs faithfully, 

. Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec.” 


Memorandum.—P? écis of Statements to be spoken by 
Deputation. 

A. Numerous criticisms by members of the Veteri- 
nary Profession as to the appointments made under the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, 1908, 
and suggested remedies for the Irregularities and more 
effective working of the Order. 

B. Criticisms on Unsound Food Regulations (Ireland) 
and also Foreign Meat Regulations (Ireland), and how 
they may be utilised with the greatest advantage to the 
public health of the community. 

Reply. 
(Reply “Local Government Board, Dublin, 
5th January, 1909. 

Sir,—With reference to the request contained in your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, I am directed by the Local 
Government Board for Ireland to state that they wonld 
be glad to consider any representations which the 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland may wish to 
submit, but having regard totheir recent interview with 
the representatives of the veterinary surgeons when the 
general question of the appointment of officers under the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, 1908, 
was discussed, it appears to the Board that matters of 
detail could more conveniently be dealt with by corres- 
pondence. 

If you will be good enough to forward a full state- 
ment of the points which you wish to bring under the 
Board’s notice, they will then be in a position to judge 
whether advantage is likely to result from a deputation 
such as is suggested in your letter.—I am, sir, your 


obedient servant, 
J. E. Devin, Assist. Sec.” 
The following letter was sent to the Royal College of 
Physicians, Royal College of Surgeons, and General 
Medical Council, Irelaud. 
“Sir,—Re the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops 
(Ireland) Order, 1908. The above Association have had 





under consideration matters relating to the appointment 
of Inspectors under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milk- 
shops (Ireland) Order, 1908, and attention has been 
directed to the fact that members of the medical profess- 
ion have in certain instances entered into competition 
with veterinarians in different parts of Ireland with the 
object of being elected to positions which have been 
declared vacant. In some cases at very low and deci- 
dedly unprofessional rates. I have been instructed to 
ask that the President and Council of the --— will 
arrange to receive a deputation of some of the Council 
of the above-named Association, that the matter may be 
discussed with your Council. In case this request is 
acceded to, a week’s notice, at least, is desired to admit 
of arrangements being made. 

The enclosed memorandum will form the basis of the 
discussion.---Yours faithfully, 

Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 


Précis of Arguments to be submitted by Deputation. 


1. The D.iries, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) 
Order, 1908, is made under powers granted by the Con- 
tagions Diseases (Animals) Act of 1878. This Act has 
been enforced by veterinary officers for many years past 
with admitted suecess. The professional training of 
veterinarians enables thein exclusively to execute its 
statutory obligations. 

2. The fact of taking the appointment of Inspector 
under this Order implies a knowledge of the duties. The 
Order requires expert knowledge of cattle diseases, and 
veterinatians are therefore a necessity for its proper 
execution. As medical men do not specialise in the 
come of cattle, they cannot be competent to deal with 
thein. 

3. The whole question of housing, feeding, and proper 
hygiene of cattle and cowsheds can best be handled by 
those who have received a special training in veterinary 
medicine. Veterinary Su:geons alone are in this posi- 
tien, and that medical men are unfitted by their training 
to undertake such duties. 

4. Medical men by taking these appointments tend 
to bring their own profession into contempt. 

5. The Local Government Board in their circular 
letter, and by their Medical Inspectors, advocate that 
these appointments should be held by veterinarians. 


The Royal College of Physicians replied as follows : 
“Kildare Street, Dublin, 
January 5th, 1909. 

Dear Sir,— Your letter of December 3ist ult. arrived 
too late to be placed on the notice paper for the College 
monthly meeting held on Jannary Ist. Consequently it 
will not be discussed by the College until February 5th. 
If there is any particular hurry about the matter, the 
President could summon a special meeting of the Col- 
lege, so that your Deputation might be able to anpear 
at the February meeting to explain your views.—Yours 


very truly, ; 
(Signed) JAMES CRAIG.” 


And the reply from the Royal College of Surgeons in 

Ireland is as follows : 
“ Dublin, 22nd January, 1909. 

Sir,—In reply to your letter of December 31st, [ am 
directed by the President and Council to inform you that 
they will be happy to receive the Deputation on Febru- 
ary 4th at 5o’clock p.m. Hoping this date will meet 
your convenience, | am, yours truly, 


“ JoHN Barton, F.R.C.S.L, Secty. of Council. 


We also received the following reply from the British 
Medical Association ;— 
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“ British Medical Association, 
Medical Secretary Office, 429 Strand, W.C. 
January 20, 1909. 
Medico-Political Committee. 

Dear Sir,— Your letter of November 20, 1908, was 
handed to me by the General Secretary of the Associa- 
tion, and I am requested to inform you that the subject 
has been referred to the Irish Committee for their 
rep ort. 

T shall report to you in due conrse the opinion of the 
Association.—I am, yours faithfully, 

J. SmirH WuHiTaker, Medical Secretary.” 


We received a communication from the Eastern 
Counties Veterinary Medical Society, which contained 
the following resolution : 

“That the members of the Eastern Counties Veterin- 
ary Medical Society think that the employment of un- 
qualified assistants by members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons is considered conduct disgraceful 
from a professional aspect.” 

Your Council consider that it is a violation of the 
bye-laws of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
for a veterinarian to employ an unqualified person to 

erform duties which should only be carried out by a 
M.R.C.V.S., and we advise those who are aware of 
specific cases of such offences should bring same under 
the notice of the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, when the offender would be dealt with 
in accordance with the Act. 

We consider it would be difficult to lay down a hard 
and fast rule on the subject, as it is almost impossible 
to specifically define the line of demarcation between 
the duties of qualified and unqualified assistants, especi- 
ally when the latter are students of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, but notwithstanding we approve 
of the spirit of the above resolution. 

We also received a communication from the Royal 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association, Maidenhead, 
with reference to the sale of veterinary instruments to 
non-professional persons by instrument makers. We 
are of opinion that such sales cannot be prevented, but 
at the same time we consider that the Sociery for the 
Prevention of Crnelty to Animals should have a close 
eye upon unqualified persons who possess these instru- 
ments, and if members of the profession assist the 
8.P.C.A. by reporting specific cases coming under their 
knowledge of the possesion of surgical instruments, or 
of operations performed with them, by unqual'tied 
persons, the sale of these instrumeuts to such persons 
will diminish. 

It appears to your Council that the annual dinner, 
usually held at the January meeting, is only appreciated 
by a small number of members of the Association ; 
therefore it was resolved that it be postponed so that it 
might be decided at the meeting what steps in the 
matter are now advisable to be taken. 

Jas. McKenny, Hon. Sec. 


Mr. Patrick asked what date the deputation took 
place that had been mentioned first. 

The CuarrMaN : It is arranged for the 4th February. 

Mr. McKenny: It cannot take place until next 
month. 

Mr. Watson : I think that the Secretary has made 
an error once more There are two distinct lists of 
names mentioned. One to form the deputation to the 
College of Surgeons and the College of Physicians, and 
the other to go to the Local Government Board. As 
far asI can gather from that report there is only one list 
of names mentioned. 

Mr. McKewnny: That is all. 

Mr. Watson : If the Secretary looks up the letter he 
will distinctly see two lists of names mentioned. That 








should be rectified. During the reading of the minutes ; 








Mr. Howard said that the list should be representative 
of both Associations. 

Mr. McKenny: Mr. Watson, can you tell me the 
names omitted, 

Mr. Watson : I handed the paper to the Secretary 
and did not take a copy of it, as I thought it was in safe 
keeping. I remember that there was one name dis- 
tinctly set forth on it. That was the name of Mr. 
Moffett. I had him in my mind,as he had made a state- 
ment about the working of the Order, and I thought it 
was right that he should be present at the deputation to 
state the case. His name is not on the list that has 
been read, which is the one to go to the Royal College 
of Surgeons. The other list was drawn up with a view 
to having members conversant with the working of the 
Dairies Order present. 

Mr. McKenny : I remember distinctly Mr. Moffett’s 
name, sol must look that up. It was my clerk who 
made out the list, and it was from the notes that were 
taken at the time. 

The CuatrmMan: Gentlemen, I have just got the re- 
sult of the ballot for members of the Council. There 
were eleven nominated for ten vacancies. The voting 
has resulted as follows: Prof Craig, Messrs. Healy, 
Norris, Thompson, Patrick, Watson, Howard, Byrne, 
Carr and Freeman. 

The CuarrMaNn then declared the first ten elected to 
the Council amid applause. 

The CHAIRMAN (reading the minute book): I see that 
in this minute it was stated that there was a deputation 
to go to the Local Government Board consisting of the 
following : Profs. Mettam and Mason, Messrs. Byrne, 
Roscommon ; Moffett, Galway; Carr, Kingstown ; Ross, 
Belfast ; Howard, Ennis ; Watson, Dublin; and Me- 
Kenny, hon. sec. 

Mr. Watson: Read the other deputation. 

The CHaIRMAN read the other deputation to the 
Medical Counci sas follows: Profs. Mettam and Mason, 
Messrs, Byrne, Watson, Patrick, Ross, Cleary, and Me- 
Kenny, bon. sec. 

Mr. Patrick: Did that deputation, as constituted in 
the list, ever meet 4 

Mr. McKenny: The appointment is for the 4th of 
next month. 

Mr. Patrick : I took it that the deputation had gone 
last Fi brnary. 

The CuatrMAN : The correspondence with the Royal 
College of Surgeons and Physicians was only sent on 
the 31st of December of last year. There was a deputa- 
tion sent to the Local Government Board on the 4th of 
February of last year, before the Order came into effect. 

Mr. Watson: I don’t want to pnt too much vork on 
the incoming Secretary, but at the same time these 
minntes are not absolutely correct, as they do not men- 
tion the second deputation at all. I hold that the two 
deputations ought to be distinctly set forth in the 
minutes, 

Mr. McKenny: Well, I will rectify that. 

Mr. Watson : Lf the President will let them be recti- 
fied, I have pleasure in proposing that they be adopted 
by the meeting. 

Mr. LamMBert seconded, and the minutes with the 
amendment were carried by the meeting. 

Mr. Heptey: Mr. President, and Gentlemen, during 
the conrse of this discussion on the Order of the Coun- 
cil we have been carried away from what we commenced 
with. We commenced with the election of officers, and 
I think that the thanks of this meeting ought to be 
given to Prof. Mettam for the services that he has ren- 
dered during the time that he has been President. Dur- 
ing his occupancy of the office he has given a great deal 
of his spare time to the work of the Association beyond 
the requirements of our meetings. We are aware that 
during the two years onr claims were pressed forward in 
many ways, and during his Presidency the Association 
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has prospered. (Applause.) The Association has be- 
come—and I say it without any fear of contradiction— 
a power in the veterinary profession. I recognise that 
it has become a power in the profession, hecanse other 
veterinary associations in the United Kingdom are 
adopting similar methods of procedure to those followed 
here ; and, furthermore, our Association has, by the 
careful circnlation of the work that it has done, aroused 
other associations to the fact that there is considerable 
good in having an association, not only for looking after 
the scientific side of the profession, but from other 
points of view. It has had to do a good deal of that 
sort of work, and it has taken a stand with members of 
the profession in Ireland to try and push forward our 
clains. I do not think thit it is right to let Professor 
Mettam pass from his year of office without returning 
him a very hearty vote of thanks for what he has done. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. McKEnny seconded the vote of thanks. 

Mr. Watson : [ wish to be associated with the re- 
marks made by Mr. Hedley. [am perfectly certain that 
if Mr. Hedley has failed in anything, he has failed in 
saying too little about Professor Mettam. He has given 
his time ungrudgingly to the Axsociation and to the 
profession, and we are all hononred by his being in the 
—— for he is second to none init. (Applause.) 

rofessor Mettam has certainly occupied the chair with 
the greatest possible grace, and during his occupancy he 
has given nothing but justice to all, and carried on the 
work with the greatest satisfaction to the whole body. 
I have, therefore, great pleasure in associating myself 
with the vote of thanks to the President. (Applause.) 

Mr. Howarp: As one representing the Southern part 
of the country, who now and then comes up to discuss 
matters at these meetings, I would like to associate 
myself with this vote to Professor, Mettam. Our Asso- 
ciation during the term of his office has gone up by leaps 
and bounds, and Mr. Hedley has said what I intended 
to remark myself, that the other associations are begin- 
ning to copy us. It is not the first thing in which 
Ireland has led the way. (Applause). I only hope that 
Professor Mettam will continne to take the same kindly 
interest in the profession in Ireland that he has shown 
us he takes up to the present. (Applanse). 

Mr. Hedley then put the vote of thanks to the 
meeting, and it was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. HeEpiey: It gives me very great pleasure, 
Professor Mettam, to convey to you the thanks of the 
Association for the manner in which you have presided 
in the chair during your year of office. When you 
accepted the Ce ged it was understood that you 
could only hold the office for two years. Other people 
will now take a share in the work which you have left. 
We, however, hope for your aid in the future, just as if 
you continued in the chair, and we trust we shall get 
similar aid from others who have occupied the position. 
(Applause). : 

Professor Mettam : I thank you very much indeed 
for the very kind expression that you have given effect 
to this evening concerning my occupancy of the Presi- 
dential chair. I only wish that it had been possible for 
me to have done more, as I am perfectly aware that 
many things were left undone. It was not because I 
did not want to do them, but because I had so many 
other things to crowd into the twenty-four hours of 
work that I had to do. I always knew that the interests 
of the Association were well looked after in my absence 
by the very efficient Council. The members of the 
Association have, I think, a very good Council indeed, 
who have proved themselves most enthusiastic, and who 
have not grudged their time in looking after the interests 
of the Association and of the profession—indeed the 
interests of the Association are the interests of the 

rofession. I am exceedingly grateful to you for the 

ind remarks that you have made concerning the little 





that I have done. As long as I am able I shall be only 
too glad to help to further the interests of the profession 
in any way that I can. Iam nota practising veterinary 
surgeon, but, nevertheless, I am interested in the pro- 
fession and everything appertaining to it. If ever I can 
further the interests of the profession—and there are 
lots of ways in which one can in one’s sphere of life—I 
shall be only to willing to do so, not necessarily from 
the fact of the position I am fortunate enough to occupy, 
but because of my pride in the profession. Thank you 
very much indeed for your kind oe" of goud-will 
towards me. (Applause). Before I sit down there is 
one duty that I should perform, and that is to propose 
a hearty vote of thanks to our Secretary. (Applause). 
It is very difficult not to consider Mr. M’Kenny as 
secretary of this Association, becanse when we think of 
the Association we think of Mr. M’Kenny, and when we 
think of Mr. McKenny we think of the Association. [ 
think if we could only get a specimen of blood from 
Mr. M’Kenny that we should find the name of the 
Veterinary Medical Association written on_ the cor- 
puscles. (Langhter). Iam sure that the Association and 
the protession owe a very great deal to him, and we are 
very grateful to him for the way in which he has kept 
the Council together. The Council never met that Mr. 
M’Kenny had not more work for .it that we were 
possibly able to get throngh, and I never saw an agenda 
of his for a meeting of the Council that did not run 
into six pages of foolscap. I had to reduce them at 
times in order to make the quantity of work measurable. 
Indeed I may say that Mr. M’Kenny has cast an even 
eye over the doings of the ‘tg weg in Ireland. In 
saying that I mean that he has taken care of the 
interests of the profession in Ireland, and brought 
everything before the Council that he considered it his 
duty todo. He has spent a great amount of time, not to 
say a great amount of money upon the Associaticn and 
its work. We owe him a debt of gratitude, not only as 
members of the Association, but as members of the 
profession, for the manner in which he has worked. I 
have the greatest possible pleasure in proposing that a 
hearty vote of thanks be accorded him for what he has 
done while Secretary of the Association. (Applause). 
Mr. Watson, in seconding the vote of thanks, I 
cannot allow the occasion to pass without associating 
myself most directly with the vote. Possibly no one in 
the room knows as fully as I do the way Mr. M’Kenny 
has pushed forward the interests of the Association and 
the interests of the profession. He has not restricted 
his enthusiasm to work in Ireland, but has gone afield 
into England and Scotland. Whenever there was a 
scrap of information to be had, or some means of clear- 
ing up a difficulty, he had always found them. He had 
this Association’s interests before him morning, noon 
and night. You could not possibly meet Mr. M’Kenny 
dining in “The Wicklow” in the month of May, without 
his discussing how this or that thing in connection with 
the Association was to be done. He is responsible for 
the great success of the whole Association. He has 
made mistakes and I have had occasion to cross swords 
with him at times, but certainly he has always had the 
interests of the Association at heart. (Applause). 
The vote of thanks was then carried with acclamation. 
Mr. M’Kenny : I ask you for one moment to place 
yourself in my position. What on earth can [ say after 
such flattering things have been said of me. I do admit 
that I have had a very deep feeling of interest in this 
Association and that | have done everything I possibly 
could to advance it, but I am sure that you have put too 
much at my door. This Association is now in its 
twenty-first year, it has come of age, and from its infancy 
I have watched and seen it grow, and I have seen it 
sometimes in a very weak condition. But competition, 
they say, is the life of trade, and certainly in this Asso- 
ciation we owe a very great deal to another association. 
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Applause). The members of this Association were for 
many years very few indeed, but if they were very few 
they were very chosen, At that time at every meeting 
we had a dinner, which, perhaps, was the part we 
thought most about, but since then new life, as it were, 
bas been put into it since the opposition came—well I 
won’t say opposition, that is not exactly what 1 mean. 

Mr. Watson : Rivalry. 

Mr. M’Kenny: That is the word, and I am sure that 
| worked just as hard up to that day, when meetings 
were very small and very few. I then thought that we 
should have someone who would aid us in the work, and 
after a great deal of persuasion [ got my friend Mr. 
Hedley to join the Association. 1 may say that to him 
the credit of 1ts success is due. I struggled hard, but 
I could not sneceed alone. Then we could only get 
twenty members for the Association, and I think that it 
is over 150 strong at the present moment. The Council 
that you have had have certainly worked very hard. 1 
do say that I jotted down everything that came under 
my observation, and, as Professor Mettain has said, the 
pen was often drawn through some of the items on the 
agenda ; but I think that a Secretary onght to bring 
everything before his Council, and [ hope that my 
successor will bring everything before it. That is what 
I have done, and I thank you gentlemen very much for 
the kind manner in which you have received this vote. 
(applause). 

Mr. Watson: There is yet another officer to be 
thanked, and that is the Treasurer. 

Mr. HEeDLEy (Treasurer) : Let him submit the balance- 
sheet first. 

Mr. Watson : When this Association started it had a 
very small membership, and the large nnmber that claim 
—— to-day is largely due to the efforts of Mr. 

edley. 

Mr. M’Kenny: Yes. 

Mr. Watson: Certainly at present the Association 
is in a most flourishing condition, and I am perfectly 
certainly that I only inadequately express the wish of 
the Association in saying that our very best thanks are 
due to the Treasurer for his very great efforts on our 
behalf during the twelve months that are past. 
(Applause). 

Professor CRAIG, in seconding the vote of thanks, said, 
We are very much indebted to the Treasurer for the 

work that he has done for the Association. He 
as spared no effort in attending to the various money 
collections. Not only has he acted as Treasurer, but he 
has also given every possible attention to the interests 
of the Association and of the profession, giving every 
assistance and making most of the time of the Council 
in attending to the business of the meetings. I cannot 
express adeqnately the very great thanks that are due 
to him for the very great work that he has done. 1 can 
only hope that for many years to come he may be spared 
to continue his work. We could not possibly get a 
better Treasurer. (Applause.) 

The vote of thanks to the Treasurer was then carried 
by acclamation. 

The CuarRMAN having conveyed the vote, 

Mr. HEDLey said : I see that the next business on the 
sheet is marked “ Balance Sheet,” and I take this oppor- 
tunity as I am standing here, of telling you that I have 
not got a balance sheet ; you will see that you have passed 
the vote of thanks too soon. I have not got a balance- 
sheet because I have not got in any money, or have not 
paid out any sums. The real fact of the matter is this, 
that I have not had tke time to make out a balance- 
sheet. So far as J could see this evening, before coming 
out of my office, the income of the Association has been 
slightly lower than last year, and the result will be that 
our savings will be slightly lower also, Last year our 
income gave us a balance of about £25, from which a 
balance of £20 was put into consols. I think that this 





time we shall have £20 to the good—no more. [| myself 
am to blame for that, simply because during the past 
year I have had little or no time to send out those 
little reminders that subscriptions are due which you 
delight to have; consequently there is a large sum 
owing to the Association. I bave not been able to 
devote that time to the business of the Association that 
I should have done, otherwise our balauce would be 
higher. At the present time there is over £50 owing to 
the Association. It is not owing because members do 
not want to pay their subscriptions, but simply because 
they have not been asked to pay them. On one occasion 
I had to go down to a town in the south-west of Ireland, 
and met a gentlemen there. Just before leaving him I 
said, by the by, let me see, I think that we have your 
name down as owing a small sum of money to the 
Association. He replied, I wish you would tell me 
what it is, and I will give you a cheque at once, and 
when I told him he handed meacheque. There is at 
the present tine, I think, two or three members whose 
subscriptions are owing for tive years, bnt Iam sure that 
it is only necessary to say to them “ Will you kindly 
pay your subscription it is so very long owing,” and they 
will pay at once. My experience tells me that members 
will pay their subscriptions, because when any assistance 
is wanted the money ix always there, for example to 
provide for the necessities of the National Veterivary 
meetings. There are now three Veterinary Associations 
in Ireland. Itis not because we are able to attend the 
meetings of any of these that we pay, but simply 
because we think that the profession ought to be sup- 
ported. The profession wants all the support that it 
can get. The failure to obtain a larger sum of money 
was only due to the inabiiity to collect it. I hope that my 
sins will not be regarded as so very fearful, and that 
they will be forgiven, if I promise that the balance-sheet 
be circulated with the report to be sent to the members. 
If there is anything in the baiance-sheet about which 
you would like to have information, or any suggestion 
that you would like to make, such could be submitted 
at the next meeting. I hope the suggestion will be re- 
garded as perfectly regular in the circumstances, At 
the present time we have invested in Consols £80 for 
the general fund, and have also £40 on behalf of the 
Bursary Fund, which can be added, if necessary, to the 
General Fund. The question may be asked, What are 
we going to do with ell this money? I have nothing to 
do with what you are going to do with the money ; that 
is your bnsiness, Mine is to keep you posted as to how 
you stand. I do not want you to waste it, because pro- 
bably the time will come when you will be very glad to 
have that hundred and another hundred or two with it, 
to defend your position ; andif you have a big backbone 
people will be far less liable to attack you than when 
you have got nothing. (Applause.) I thank you very 
much for the vote of thanks which I think I hardly 
deserved. I think you spoke rather rasbly. 

Mr. Watson: There is a little matter that I wanted 
to mention—that is the deputations to the two colleges 
and to the Local Government Board. I think it would 
be a great mistake to “swap horses when crossing the 
stream.” That is, I think it will be a great mistake to 
change Professor Mettam as President, or Mr. M‘Kenny 
as Secretary, during these matters. I propose that for 
these matters Professor Mettam and Mr. M‘Kenny be 
still considered as officers, for the reason that Mr. 
Holland, the new President, could not have the matter 
in hand as well as Prof. Mettam, and Mr. Wilkinson 
the new Secretary, could not possibly have the details of 
the matter with such a firm grip as Mr. M‘Kenny, and 
the consequence is there might be a certain amount of 
blundering. For these reasons I would suggest that 
Professor Mettam and Mr. M‘Kenny will continue 
to act. 

Mr. Howarp seconded the proposition. 
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Prof. Cratc : I understood from the Council that the 
members had been personally chosen and deputed to 
act. I think that it is not necessary to make such a 
proposition as Mr. Watson has proposed. 

The Cuarrman : I asked the very same question as 
Professor Craig, whether ] was asked individually to go 
on the deputation or as President of the Association. 
Of course, as President of the Association I would fall 
out,and Mr. Holland would come in, which would also 
apply in the case of Mr. M‘Kenny. I think that it is 
mentioned in the minutes that we were specially to go. 
I think that Mr. Watson was quite justified in bringing 
forward the question. I am not quite certain yet 
whether the deputation to the Local Government Board 
will inaterialise, because it is thought that they do not 
want to receive a deputation, and prefer that a corres- 
pondence should be carried on. Nevertheless, we will 
go on with regard to the College of Physicians, the Col- 
lege of Surgeons, and the General Medical Council. 

Mr. McKenny: The letter received from the Local 
Government Board as to the agreements that should be 
inserted, will involve a great deal of work putting them 
together. I would suggest that I should receive the 
services of Mr. Watson in this particular, as he has got 
all the facts. 

The CuarrMAN : Yes, [ think so. 

Mr. Watson: I would assist with the greatest possi- 
ble pleasure, Mr. Chairman. 


ProposED ALTERATIONS IN THE RULES OF THE 
ASSOCIATION. 


Rule 16.—The business at general meetings shall be 
as follows: (a) Reading the minutes of the last general 
meeting by the Secretary. (6) Signing of minutes by 
President, if approved of by those present. (c) Election 
of new members. (d) Nomination of candidates. (e) 
Routine and other business. (f) The introduction and 
consideration of any other matters not provided for in 
the foregoing rules of procedure, to be at the discretion 
of the President with the general approval of the meet- 
ing. (g) Reading of paper and discussion thereon. (h) 
Exhibition of specimens, with observations thereon. 
The decision as to the sequence of the items in (c) and 
following lines shall be vested in the President or Chair- 
man of the meeting for the time being. 

The CHarrMaN, having read Rule 16 and the pro- 
posed alteration, said : The alteration practically comes 
to this, that the order of the business shall be vested in 
the Chairman, who is the President. The order of the 
business is at present first the reading of the minutes, 
second the signing of the report, and third the election 
of the new members. But instead of having them in 
that order the President will be at liberty to change the 
order. Speaking from experience I think that that is 
essential. I do not think that itis proper that a gentle- 
man who has prepared a paper to be read before the 
Association should be shoved to the last place on the 
agenda, when there is not time for discussion. It is 
only fair to anyone who prepares a paper that ample 
time should be available for discussion. I think that it 
is perfectly unfair to you all the manner in which papers 
are shoved to the end of the meeting, and then do not 
get a fair show. In the circumstances it would be wise 
to give the Chairman the privilege of changing the order 
of the business so as to bring a paper to the beginning of 
the meeting. 

oo HEDLEY moved that the change in the rule be 
made. 

Mr. Norris seconded. 

The CHarrRMAN put the amendment of the rule to the 
meeting and declared it carried. 

The CHarrMaN then read 16a, a new rule, as follows : 
—‘* When any question arises at any of the special or 
general meetings of the Association involving finance 
such questions shall not be decided until the financial 








portion shall have been referred to the Council for cop- 
sideration, and reported upon.” 

The CHarrMaN, explaining the present financial 
methods, said : It is quite possible that finance may be 
decided at present without reference to the Council, 
There are so many views that may be taken of finance, 
This rule will give the Treasurer an opportunity of dis- 
cussing a point with the Council, and it is for them then 
to report to the Association, having heard the point. 

Mr. HepLry: At a general meeting the members may 
have no idea of what funds the Association may have 
in band, and they cannot tell what money they can 
afford tospend. <A general meeting may order that £10 
or £15 should be spent in a certain direction, without 
knowing how the finance stands. I ask you to agree 
that before any sum of money is spent, no matter of 
what extent, that you would express an opinion with 
reference to it at any rate. The members at a general 
meeting should have an opportunity of knowing whether 
the Treasurer is in funds or not. 

Mr. Watson: Supposing, for instance, that some 
business of considerable importance to the members of 
the Association arises, which requires that someone 
should attend at a meeting in England, and that the 
general meeting suggests that a representative should be 
sent to represent us at that meeting, if Mr. Hedley’s 
rule comes into existence it might mean four or five 
weeks before we could get the Council’s consent. It 
would then be perfectly useless to send the representa- 
tive because the meeting would be over. All the same] 
think that a general meeting should have power over the 
funds of the Association. This rule would deprive the 
general meeting of the power of disbursements. It 
would militate against us in the case of emergencies 
when we want to send our representatives to attend a 
meeting. It also means that the Council has the power 
of censuring the action of the general meeting. The 
old rule has worked very well up to the present, and 
I don’t think that the Association has been too extrava- 
gant in spending money. I, for one, think that the 
rule should be left as it is, to meet cases such as those I 
speak of. 

The CHarRMAN: In a case of the nature to which 
we have had our attention drawn it will be possible for 
the Secvetary to summon a meeting of the Council in 
order to deal with the matter. 

Mr. Watson : Supposing that the President and the 
Secretary were out of town? I take it that the Presi- 
dent and the Secretary should be in town, or a meeting 
conld not be called. 

Mr. Patrick: Iagree with Mr. Watson. The Coun- 
cil wonld then have power to pass judgment en the 
action of the general meeting. The general meeting 
should have the power, after consulting with the Treas- 
urer and his deputy, of controlling the funds. I think 
the matter should be referred to the Treasurer at the 
general meeting and settled there and then, 

Mr. Heptey: Of course that idea is very good in 
theory. The Treasurer cannot always be present. There 
is no deputy to the Treasurer. 

Mr. Carr asked would the Council have the power to 
upset the @ecision of the general meeting. 

Mr. M’Kenny: I[f such were the case I, for one 
would be against any such rule. But this rule would 
only refer to the Council, who would then refer to the 
general meeting. If the funds of the Association were 
dealt with without knowing what they really were it 
would involve the Association in debt. The matter is 
to be referred to the Council only to be reported on 
and not to question what was done at the gt neral 
meeting. What would be the consequence if a certain 
number of members called an extraordinary general 
meeting without saying a word to the Council? The 
Treasurer has certain monies in hand and he should be 
present. At sucha meeting money might be paid away 
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that we could not afford. Certainly it is not for the 
Council to cancel what is done at a general meeting. 
The matter will be referred to them only for their report. 

Mr. Patrick: Would it be possible to vote away a 
sum of money without giving notice of motion? 

The CHAIRMAN : Yes, up to the present. 

Mr. Carr: No money should be spent without a 
report from the Treasurer of the Association. 

The CuarrMaN : In any question of finance notice of 
motion shonld be given. 

Prof. Merram: Last April it was proposed that I 
myself should go as deputy to Buxton, and it had to be 
settled there and then, because there was no meeting in 
the meanwhile. It was proposed that a certain sum of 
money should be allocated to a delegate to represent this 
Association at that meeting. Well, it was proposed that 
a certain sum of money—£5 or £10, or something like 
that—should be allowed for his expenses. According to 
the new rule it would be necessary that such a matter 
should be before a Council meeting, and before it could 
be granted a meeting of the Assuciation must be called 
together so as to deal with the matter, when the meeting 
to which the representative was to go might be over, in 
the case of Mr. Patrick’s suggestion, namely, that a 
notice of motion should be given. 

Mr. Watson said I think that there is a rule that 
says that: “All alterations must be circulated among 
the members prior to the meeting.” 

The CHAIRMAN read Rule 42, which stated that in the 
case of alterations of the rules notice should be given 
to the S2eretary and the alteration placed on the agenda. 

Mr. M’Kenny: You could read that in two ways. 
Firstly, that the alteration be set forth in full on the 
agenda, and secondly that a notice be placed on the 
agenda that an alteration of a given rule would be sub- 
mitted for consideration. The latter [ consider would 
be a legal quibble. I agree with Mr. Watson that the 
former reading of Rule 42 is the correct interpretation, 
and I am sorry for the mistake. 

Mr. Watson : [ refer to Rule 43. 

The (HAaIRMAN read Rule 42. 

The CoarrMaAN: We are in an awkward predicament. 
I only wish that my attertion had been drawn to 
Rule 42 before we passed one rule. I think Mr. Watson 
might withdraw, 

Mr. Watson : It would not be possible Mr. President. 

The CHarrMAN: I only saw these papers at the 
present moment, and I had no idea what the proposed 
alterations were. I certainly think that these altera- 
tions sh nld have been printed in full on the notice calling 
the meeting. 

Mr. Watson: I do not want to appear ungracious, 
but [ think that the proposed alteration is one of the 
very greatest importance, and [think that I would really 
hold by Rule 42. Up to the present the Association 
have not carried on very tremendous extravagances, and 
it is hardly likely to do so within the next twelve 
months, so I think that the alteration might be post- 
poued for twelve months. 

Mr. McKenny: What abont other alterations ? 

Mr. Watson: We are only dealing with the one. 

Mr. McKenny: The reading of the rule should be 
taken for all or none. The alterations should be left 
until next year or nowconsidered. If I made a mistake, 
I do not think that with our eyes open we need go on 
making other mistakes. If this particular alteration is 
not considered at this meeting, then by Rule 42 you will 
have to throw them all out. 

Mr. Watson: And rescind the other rule that has 
been passed. Yon are now dealing with an objection. 

Mr. McKenny: Mr. Watson is out of order. It 
would be highly improper to apply Rule 42 in reference 
to one alteration of a rule and ignore it in the others. 
We may agree to postpone the consideration of proposed 


alterations of a particular rule, and go on with the con- 
sideration of the other alterations. 

Mr. Howarp: I. there not a rule already that covers 
what yon are discussing? It is as follows :— 

36. No gratuitous disbursement shall be made of the 
funds of the Association until same have been considered 
by the Council and approved by the Association. 
—(Laughter.) 

The CHarrMAN: To cut the Gordian knot, I might 
point out that, of course, by that rule we cannot discuss 
these suggested alterations, because they have not been 
circulated among the members; but I am going to 
appeal to the meeting to do so. I think I am acting 
wisely in taking the ruling of the meeting as to whetber 
these things shall be proceeded with. I think myself 
that as we have passed one rule that we should go on, 
as if my attention had not been drawn to the fact that 
we were acting in contravention to one of the rules. I 
now ask whether we shall proceed with the changes on 
the agenda or not* Who are in favour of proceeding ? 

Mr. Norris : What was done with the previous alter- 
ations of the rules? 

The CuarrMaNn: Last year I decided myself that we 
should proceed with the alterations which Mr, Watson 
had proposed, and of which he had given notice to the 
Secretary. It was not printed or circulated, and I read 
it out at the meeting ; and I ruled then and there that 
the members should have a chance of making the pro- 
posed alteration. I prefer that this time you should 
give me that authority rather than I should take it on 
my own shoulders. So I ask you to vote pro or con 
whether we proceed to give effect to these amendments, 
or whether we shall postpone them for a year. 

Nine votes were recorJed in favour of the discussion 
proceeding, and five against. The discussion therefore 
proceeded. 

Mr. McKenny: Would it meet your wishes if the 
rule was amended so as to read “submitted to the 
Treasurer?” I think that that would meet the whole 
case, 

Mr. Watson: I have the greatest possible confidence 
in the Treasurer, but at the same time I think that it is 
making him the superior of the whole Association. 

Mr. McKenny: It is only for his report or his pro- 
positions, 

Mr. Heptey: The matter will be submitted to the 
a for his opinion as to the financial position 
only. 

Mr. Watson: Suppose that the general meeting allo- 
cated a sum of money without the Treasurer being con- 
sulted, the sum of money would be expended whether 
he says “ No” or “ Yes.” 

Mr. McKenny: He is asked what money he has and 
reports that he has a sum of £75. 

Mr. Watson : If the funds are there he pays and then 
looks pleasant ? 

Mr. Hepiey : Supposing that the £75 is not “ ear- 
marked ” for any other purpose. 

Mr. McKenny: He only reports. 

Mr. Carr: It would be quite possible for there to be 
matters under consideration of which the meeting would 
know nothing. 

Mr. Hepey: It might be perfectly possible for some 
members to call a meeting for some purpose of their 
own, and ask that a sum of £50 should be expended on 
something. In what position would you be then? 

Mr. Watson: It would be the voice of a general 
meeting. 

Mr. HEptey: I take it that the rule to which you 
refer—36—was intended to relate to giving a sum of 
money in case of necessity. For instance suppose that 
an unfortunate member of the Association was in such 
a position as to require it, it would not do for the 
Treasurer to take and spend the money of the Associa- 
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tion without the consent of those who were concerned. 

Mr. Patrick: I hold that that is covered by the 
thing we have in view now. 

Mr. Howarp: You might consider all disbursements 
as gratnitous disbursements. 

Mr. Watson: Then in the case of urgency or neces- 
sity it will be put in their power to refuse it. 

The CaHarrMAN: Who is to decide the urgency of the 
matter. 

Prof. Crata: Any disbursement that would be got 
from this Association would be got through the rule, 
therefore I snbmit that no alteration is required in this 
particular rule. 

The CHarRMAN : We have got in an empasse. 

Mr. HEpLey: [ simply want to guard the Associa- 
tion from damaging itself. 

Mr. Howarp: Considering that up to the present the 
rule has been that in all cases of urgency there has been 
a meeting of the Council to consider the question, 
when the report of the Council is sent up to the meet- 
ing, I think the whole situation is covered. 

Mr. M‘Kenny: In this particular case alluded to 
before it was not submitted at all, though ballotted for 

Mr. Watson: And with the knowledge of the 
Secretary. 

Mr. M‘Kenny: It would be very ungracious to raise 
the question afterwards, 

Mr. Hedley has withdrawn, and the understanding 
now is that Rule 36 covers all questions of finance. 

The amendment to rule 17 was then considered. 

The CHAIRMAN read the rule and suggested amend- 
ment, as follows : 

“The January meeting shall be considered the An- 
nual General meeting of the Association, at which the 
election of officers and Council and the consideration of 
qnestions under Rule 42 shall take place, and such other 
business as may be determined upon by the President, 
and in time to appear on the agen:a. 

Mr. HEDLEY: The object in view here is that: as 
this rule is at present constituted, only the election ot 
Officers and Council can take place, unless some 
other business should arise. We could not take into 
consideration the rules, but the interpolation of the 
word that I have suggested in Rule 42, this election of 
officers and all that, ought to come in wi'h rule 17. 
Then, again, to fortify ourselves we put it in with what- 
ever is togo on the agenda. That is the very thing 
that has given us so much trouble to-night. If there 
is to be any alteration in the rules, every member of 
the Association should have an opportunity of knowing 
what it is and, when the time comes, of voting for o 
again-t it, without unnecessary delay. This alteration 
of the rule will more fully indicate what the business 
of the general meeting is, which is not fully indicated 
there now. 

Mr. Watson : In case of emergency again: A ques- 
tion of importance to the profession may crop up and it 
then should be the business of the President to put it 
down for discussion. 

The CuarrMaNn : That is provided for. In that case 
notice should be conveyed to the President. 

The CHAIRMAN then put the proposed amendment to 
Rule 17 to the meeting and declared it carried. 

An amendr ent to Rul- 41 was next read, as follows: 

Rule 41. “A printed list of the officers and past 
presidents of the Association shall be annually compiled 
and a copy distributed by the Secretary to each member 
after the annual election of the Council and Executive, 
as provided for in Rule 18.” 

The CHAIRMAN: To print the list of members each 
year is unnecessary ; all that is wanted is a list of 
officers each year, but under this rule it is necessary 
that a list of members should be printed each year. 
There is no necessity to spend money on this, and it will 
be a saving. 











Mr. Heptey : Some years ago when the Association 
was resuscitated we had about eighteen members the 
tirst year. We added yearly to that until we are now 150 
strong, and we have got now pretty nearly as many 
members as we can expect. Although it was formerly 
necessary to print the list of members, we have now got 
to the point where a list of members is not likely to be 
of much assistance, and by not issuing It we can save 
from £4 to £5 yearly. 

Mr. Patrick: Does it cost £4 or £5 to print the list 
of names of the members of the Association ? 

Mr. Watson: The list of members has been from 
time to time of the greatest use to me in getting their 
addresses, and when an alteration takes place I would 
lose it. I would be sorry to encroach on the Treasurer's 
funds, but [ think that the list should be kept up to 
date. How often would you suggest that the list of 
members should be printed ? 

Mr. Heptey: I think that every three years would 
be quite sufficient. Is there any other Association of 
which you know, either in Ireland or in Great Britain, 
that spends money on printing of this description? | 
can assure you that there is not. If larger Associations 
find it unnecessary to issue lists of members for years 
we can do it quite as easily. If any one wants the 
address of a member he can get it out of the register in 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. You won't 
find ten wrong in the addresses, 

Mr. Watson : We want to get the nearest approxima- 
tion to correct addresses. 

The CuarrmMaNn: A printed list of the officers, the 
members, and the past presidents for the year is annually 
required according to their rules. We can bring into 
the new list the names of the new members of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Watson: Mr. Hedley had a right to indicate in 
his resolution how often the list wonld be brought up- 
to-date. Is it once in ten years or once in three ? 

The CuatrMAN: From what Mr. M: Kenny says the 
list must be printed each year. The suggestion now is 
that Rule 41 be altered by the deletion of word 
* inembers,” 

The motion was carried nnanimously as amended. 

A notice of motion by Mr. Watson re registered offices 
for the Association was then considered. 

Mr. Watson: My idea in suggesting this alteration is 
this : that now we have changed our Secretary the 
Association’s official address changes with him. The 
Association has been for a great many years at Stephen’s 
Green, and the work will now change with the Secretary 
to Britain Street. I think that the Association is of 
sufficient importance to have registered offices. It would 
be a very good advertisement for the Association, and I 
think that it would not be encroaching too much on the 
money. I think that an arrangement might be come to 
with some solicitor or auditor to allow us to have our 
registered offices with him. That could be done for £10 
per annum, and we could get his permission to put a 
blind on the window with the name “ Veterinary 
Medical Association” on it. Then the public would 
become familiar with the fact that there was such an 
Association. 

Mr. HeEptey: This is a question of finance, and I 
think that ucder Rule 36 this matter should go before 
the Council. 

Mr. Watson: I hold that the matter has been before 
the Council as a matter of fact. 

Mr. McKenny: This has been brought before the 
Council, but Mr. Watson was not then one of the 
Council, he was there on invitation, in reference to 
another matter. In Dawson Street we could get a room 
—a small room—for £10 perannum. We could get it 
for our meetings, for which it would-be quite large 
enough (to Mr. Hedley) for Council or nahaeal meetings ; 
but if you take a place of this description you will want 
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a caretaker for it, who will want a salary to keep it 
clean. I am, however, inclined to think that the Secretary 
will not care to call there daily for his letters and other 
communications The idea is very nice, but I dun’t 
think that it will be practicable, for the reasons I have 
laid before you—that is, the £10, the caretaker, and the 
great inconvenience to the Secretary to call at the office. 

Mr. Howarp: We have no report of Council. Rule 
36 debars any further consideration. 

The CHariRMAN : I agree that it comes under Rule 36, 
and it is well that the matter should be referred to the 
Council for a report. 

Mr. Watson : I have no objection. 
The suggestion was referred to the Council for a 


report. : . ; 
A suggestion made at a Council meeting on the 14th 


March, 1908, with regard to an amendment of Rule 14, | - 


ordering that voting pers should be enclosed in 
envelopes was next dealt with. 

Mr. Hepey: I think that the sole object of this sug- 
gestion was that our voting should be made more like a 
ballot than it is, and that it should not be generally 
known who voted for, and who voted against—(hear, 
hear)—and that when the papers came here they would 
not be seen by anyone else other than he who determined 
whether they were really voters or not. The names 
could be written over a perforated slip, and when it was 
seen whether the member was entitled to vote, torn off. 
The scrutineers should know nothing about the matter 
atall. At present it is quite possible to see how every- 
body voted ; it is no use for anyone to do that, but still 
there might be an occasion when some one might like to 
know how someone else voted. It is, I think, desirable 
that the voting papers should be as near as possible to 
a ballot. The matter can be got over by giving instruc- 
tions tothe General Secretary. 

Mr. Carr: It was I suggested that at the first meet- 
ing of the Council last year, before the general meeting, 
I was informed that members of this Association were 
ringing up on the telephone and giving instructions as 
to how to vote, and for whom to vote. They could be 
told almost how many votes individuals got. (Hear, 
hear.) I wanted to try and make the voting as much 
like a ballot as possible. 

Mr. McKenny : I have to make a little confession. [ 
did ring up. I was anxious for certain members and did 
ring up some and asked them to vote; but | did not 
expose the vote. I did ask them to vote, and I am sure 
that many at the meeting would do exactly the same. I 
wanted Mr. Watson on the Cuuncil, and I did tell several 
people that he should be on the Council. I make the 
same confession now, although I have not seen the vot- 
ing papers. I think that everybody, if they want any 
one on the Council, is quite at liberty to use their 
influence. 

Mr. Carr: I am speaking of last year when you rung 
up certain members of the Association. I don’t wish to 
be personal, and I did not wish to bring up the matter 
atall. I hope that Mr. McKenny will not take it as 
personal. I know that he said “ He is all right.” 

Mr. McKenny: That is so. 

The CHarrMaNn: The matter should be referred to 
the Council to devise means of voting. 

This was agreed to. 

The CHarRMAN read the following extract from a 
letter from Mr. Winter :— 

“T wish you would bring before the members of the 
Association the fact that the money to credit of The 
John Freeman Memorial (£193 18s. 4d.) is lying in the 
bank dormant, and state that I intend, if nobody else 
moves in the matter, to call a meeting at an early date 
to dispose of the matter finally and invest the money. I 
have tried several times to get the other officers to move 
and cannot succeed. 

“ The fund was started in October 1902.” 







The CuarrmMan: I hope that Mr. Winter will hold 
the meeting and that he will be very successful. I ho 
that he will yet it settled so that the fund may be 
wound up. 

Mr. Howarp: As I was the original mover of the 
fund, [ may say that Mr. Winter and myself have several 
times asked the gentleman who is acting as Treasurer of 
the fund to call a meeting, but nothing has been dune. 
I asked him to call a meeting, but he has not done so. 

It was decided that the Secretary should write to Mr 
Kerr asking him to summon a meeting of the Freeman 
Memorial Committee. 

Mr. Watson : I think that is ultra vires. 

A vote of thanks to the scrutineers, proposed by Prof. 
Cralic, and one to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. 
Watson, conciuded the proceedings. 





Cheshire Farmers and Tuberculosis. 
ApprEss BY Sir J. M*FapyEan. 


A meeting under the auspices of the Mid-Chesire 
Farmers’ Association, was held in the Town Hall, 
Knutsford, on Friday, Feb. 26, when Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean, M.B., B.Sc., C.M.. gave an address on Tuberculosis. 
He had a great reception, and he was supported on the 

latform by Sir Gilbert Greenall, Bart.; Hon. J.S. Cross, 

rof. Daine, Col. Leigh, Mr. J. W. Brittlebank, Man- 
chester ; Dr. Niven, M.O.H., Manchester ; Dr. Donald, 
Mr. J. Norbury, M.R.C.V.S.; Mr. C. B. Davies, of the 
Cheshire Chaniber of Agriculture ; and Mr. Sadler, of 
the Cheshire Milk Producers’ Association. 

In opening, Sir John recalled the occasion of his 
former visit, ten years ago, when he met with such a 
cordial reception. He then gave a brief résumé of the 
growth of our knowledge of the cause of the disease 
and of some characteristics of the microbe. 


Parasitic NATURE OF THE TUBERCLE BACILLUs. 


Whatever might have been their existence in the 
past, they were now able to multiply only inside 
the b dies of men or animals. It might be asserted 
without fear of contradiction that if the higher ani- 
mals and man were from any cause to become ex- 
tinct, so would the tubercle bacillus. It would die 
with them, because it was so constituted that it 
was quite unable to multiply except in the bodies of 
avimals and men that were susceptible to it. A very 
important consequence followed from that, and it was 
that tuberculosis, whether in animal or man, was a 
powerful, contagious, or infectious disease, and it was 
a very important fact to realise that the tubercle bacil- 
lus was not able to multiply in dead matter outside the 


TUBERCULOSIS A ConTaGious DISEASE. 


It followed that every case of tuberculosis origi- 
nated in man or animal must be due to the introduction 
into the previously healthy patient’s body of germs 
which were bred in the body of a previous case. He 
asserted most confidently that such was the case. 

Naturally they would be disposed to ask what was the 
evidence of that very dogmatic statement. I[nvestiga- 
tions showed that the tubercle bacillus could not be 
induced to grow at all unless one employed a tempera- 
ture of ninety degrees Farenheit. That was an un- 
natural temperature except in the tropics. But even 
when one had got a eoupemtane of ninety they could 
not induce the tubercle bacillus to grow or multiply at 
all unless it was in certain very special soil or media. 
That by itself was evidence quite sufficient to show 
that under natural conditions the bacillus could not 
multiply outside the body, and if a case arose it must 
be in consequence of the introduction into the body of 
a bacillus that was bred in a body of an antecedent case. 





The more any particular class of animal was shielded 
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from tubercular subjects, then in the same proportion 
the class remained free from the disease. Tuberculosis 
was almost unknown among wild animals, or animals 
that were kept ina state of nature. The habits of wild 
animals to a large extent shielded them from the tend- 
ency which the disease had to spread from a diseased 
animal to any other of the same species bronght into 
contact with it. 

In spite of the fact that tuberculosis was common in 
cattle it was practically unknown in sheep. The only 
explanation to suggest itself with regard to that fact was 
that sheep did not take tuberculosis at all, just in the 
same way that human beings did not take swine fever. 
That was not the true explanation, because it had been 
shown that if they took sheep and attempted to infect 
them with tuberculosis of cattle they contracted the 
disease, and readily so. Some other explanation must 
therefore be found, and to him there seemed to be no 
doubt. at all that tuberculosis never originated spon- 
taneously in any class of animals, but rather that the 
conditions under which they were kept made it very 
likely that the bacillus would be passed on from one 
animal to another. (Hear, hear). 

When the tubercular bacillus was introduced into the 
animal it started to multiply, and in so deing it manu- 
factured certain substances which were practically of the 
nature of poisons to the animal tissues in its immediate 
neighbourhood, and in this way it irritated the tissues 
and led to the development of the disease in the lungs 
and various other organs of the body. 


LOCALISATION OF THE DISEASE. 


But there was one important difference between the 
tubercle bacillus and many other bacilli, and that was 
that it did not form very much poison which was apt to 
get absorbed into the system and affect the whole con- 
stitution of the animal. The tendency rather was to act 
in the immediate neighbourhood where it was growing, 
and thereby hanged an important point, which was that 
unless the tubercle bacillus happened to be growing 
in what might be called a vital organ it might grow for 
a long time .without sensibly affecting the animal’s 
general health. That was the explanation why in 
slaughter houses one might find an animal which before 
it was killed appeared to be in the pink of condition and 
yet when it was “ post-mortemed ” was found to have 
extensive tubercnlosis. In such cases it was often that 
the disease was in the non-vital parts. Sometimes one 
might cut pounds of tubercular tissue away and yet the 
animal might be all right. 

When the bacillus got into the lungs, the kidneys, or 
the liver and provoked extensive disease, the animal 
promptly developed outward symptoms. 

The view held twenty years ago was that tuberculosis 
was a disease that spread rapidly, and within a short 
time determined the serious illness and death of the 
patient. They now knew that was a wholly erroneous 
view, and the truth with regard to tuberculosis was 
that it was a comparatively mild disease both in man 
and animals. The great majority of those who con- 
tracted tuberculosis were not killed by it, and might 
even attain a good old age without having developed a 
single symptom ascribable to the tubercle bacillus. 

Sir John quoted evidence in support of this conten- 
tion. 

EXCRETION OF THE BacIiLli. 

When an animal or man became infected it could only 
be by a bacillus bred in a previous case. The bacillus 
left the body of animals by various channels. One of 
the commonest was by means of the air passages—the 
commonest of all seats of tubercular disease in cattle 
being the lungs. 

The great majority of the bacilli coughed up were 
swallowed, and one wished that what was called gastric 
juice had the powers of digestion with regard to tuber- 





cle bacilli that many people thought at one time it 
h When tubercle bacilli were swallowed they 
were passed through the stomach, and the great 
majority were entirely unaffected, and if there was one 
point that was new and of an important character since 
he lectured to that Association before, it was the demon- 
stration of that particular fact—-that very considerable 
danger attaches to the excrement of tnberculous cows 
probably a good deal more than to what they project, 
through the nose. 

There were other channels not so common, but ex. 
ceedingly important. One of these was by no means of 
the milk. The orly other important channel by which 
the tubercle bacilli left the body was by the genital pas- 
sages, and this danger was not so fully appreciated by 
stockowners as it ought to be. 

A discharge from the _ genital passages—and 
the discharge in every case contained immense num- 
bers of tubercle bacilli, which the cow distributed 
about the cowshed by means of her tail and which not 
infrequently got in part into the milk pail—ought to 
convince the farmer that the cow, although she might 
not be suffering from tuberculosis, ought to be suspected 
as dangerous. (Hear, hear.) 


INFECTION. 


The next point which naturally presented itself after 
indicating the methods of the bacilli leaving the bodies 
was how did they enter the body of a healthy animal. 
The view of twenty years ago and less was that the 
bacillus in many cases passed from the cow to the un- 
born calf, and there were still people who believed that 
tuberculosis in that sense was frequently inherited both 
in human beings and in cattle. That was entirely 
erroneous. The inheritance of tuberculosis in the sense 
he had indicated was a perfectly rare occurrence. Both 
cattle and human beings come into the world free from 
the disease, no matter if both parents were tuberculous. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Cacrnanetiy every child born of tuberculous 
parents, from the moment of its birth was in an atmo- 
spdere of infection, and the same thing applied to 
calves. Thanks to the liking many people had for veal, 
thousands of calves were killed before they were a week 
or a month old, and if any considerable portion of these 
calves were tuberculous one ought to find it in their 
lungs. As a matter of fact the investigations conducted 
had burst up the theory that tuberculosis was in- 
herited. When that fact was proved every reasonable 
yerson was bound to admit that tuberculosis was not 

orn with the animal, but was contracted afterwards. 
Some people, however, refused to admit that, and said 
that although one could not find evidence of disease in 
youns animals it was there all the same, and that the 

acilli were, so to speak, lying dormant, and would 
develop when the animal grew older. The answer to 
that was that it was an assertion devoid of any proof 
at all. When one took the bacillus and put it intoa 
new-born calf, it immediately provoked disease, and the 
calf was dead in about two months. Except in quite a 
small portion of cases, calves and human beings came 
into the world free from tuberculosis. (Hear, hear.) It 
was very fortunate that the evidence justified that con- 
clusion, because he could not think of anything more 
hopeless with regard to the possibility of dealing with 
the disease than to have to admit that tuberculous cattle 
beget tuberculous calves. 


PREVENTION. 


Unfortunately the question was not simply how 
was the owner of a herd of cattle to prevent tuberculosis» 
but rather how was he to get rid of it, because if there 
was a member of the audience the owner of a herd of 
cows which he had ascertained to be free from the 
disease, he offered him his hearty congratulations, (Hear, 
hear.) He wasin a very exceptional and a very fortu- 
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nate position. In case there was such a fortunate indi- 
vidual present, he would tell him what he must do to 
remain in the same fortunate position. 

He onght on no account to buy from any outside 
source a cow, or bull, or any other bovine animal, and 
admit it into his stock until he had taken the most 
reliable means of ascertaining if the animal was free 
from tuberculosis ; and there was, as far as he knew, 
valy one reliable way, and that was to submit it to the 
tuberculin test. 

But the average problem of the stock-owner was not 
how to prevent tuberculosis, but how to reduce it or get 
rid of it. Twenty to thirty per cent.—he was not sure 
whether it should not be thirty or forty per cent.—in 
this country and in Europe were tuberculous to some 
degree. Nobody really knew what proportion of his 
animals were tuberculous unless he had subjected them 
to the tuberculin test It was certainly a very disturbing 
fact to the owner to apply the test and find a large pro- 
portion of the animals were infected, but if he, person- 
ally, were the owner of a herd of cattle he would nerve 
himself to stand the worst possible result, and he would 
not be able to rest, in view of the importance of the 
subject, until he actually found how many of the ani- 
mals were affected. He was bound to confess that he 
did not know any easy method by which anyone with 
cows affected to the extent of twenty to thirty per cent. 
was to get a clean herd. Some people, it appeared to 
him, had taken quite a too sanguine view of the matter, 
and had not realised the practical difficulties that stood 
in the way, because the fundamental fact to be realised 
was this—if the object aimed at was perfect freedom 
from tuberculosis one must find out the unaffected ani- 
mals and then separate them from the diseased ones. 
Speaking with a pretty intimate acquaintance of the 
conditions of farming in this country, he was bound to 
say that in many cases it was impossible without a very 
great sacrifice. (Hear, hear.) 

But something short of secure, complete and imme- 
diate relief from the disease might be done. If a farmer 
made up bis mind that he could not make the sacrifice, 
and the building accommodation would not admit 
separation of the diseased and the healthy, then, follow- 
ing the advice given by Professor Bang in Denmark, he 
ought at least to try and take advantage of the fact that 
the great majority, and in most cases the whole of his 
calves, would come into the world free of tubercular 
disease, and if possible he ought to effect complete 
separation between the young stock and theold. In the 
course of years a farmer could work himself out of the 
disease in the old stock, and gradually work io a new 
stock that was entirely free. But the farmer must not 
be guided by the healthy appearance of the young stock 
to the belief that they were actually free. He would 
need to have them tested twice a year. If that was 
impossible there was another offer. In hls own interests 
the farmer should get rid otf the cow the moment he saw 
the slightest sign of tuberculosis in it. 

As to ventilation as a means of keeping down tuber- 
culosis, what he wanted to say about that was that the 
matter of ventilation, and what one might call general 
sanitation in the cowshed, had been immensely over- 
estimated as a means of keeping down tuberculosis. It 
was a perfectly illusory hope that tuberculosis in this 
country would be materially reduced by increasing the 
cubic area of the shippon. The more they kept cows in 
the open-air the more could they reduce the infection. 
Provided they had one or two diseased animals the 
disease would spread in spite of the most palatial 
premises. 

DanGER TO MAN—MeEat; MILK. 

He was not going to discuss at any length the question 
whether bovine disease was a danger to human beings. 
He regarded that as a question which was settled beyond 





controversy. It was only non-scientific ple who 
wrongly accepted what they believed to be the views of 
scientific people, and held that there was no such risk. 
One heard Professor Koch’s name in this connection as 
if he had said there was no risk from tuberculosis in 
cattle. He had recently put himself to the trouble of 
most expressly denying that he ever thought it, but Sir 
John did not wish it to be understood that there was no 
divergence of opinion between Professor Koch and him- 
self. Some had seriously exaggerated the danger to the 
human beings, but that exaggeration had been mostly 
on tke part of non-scientific persons. He did not hesi- 
tate to say that the immense majority of cases in hnman 
beings had nothing whatever to do with tuberculosis in 
cattle. He was prepared to maintain quite as strongly 
on evidence which he believed Professor Koch accepted 
as cogent, that a certain proportion of cases of human 
tuberculosis were actually originated from infection 
with cattle, and if that were admitted the question arose 
whether any reasonable measures could be taken to 
reduce or abolish the risk. The risk wasin two different 
connections, The risk of tuberculous meat it was 
admitted on all hands was comparatively small, because 
in this country we did not eat our meat raw ; but while 
admitting that, he would not admit that any butcher 
had the right to sell meat in any shape or form that 
contained tubercle bacilli. (Hear, hear). 

The question of milk arose. He would not discuss on 
that occasion what the Government ought to do in order 
to deal with the disease, but what should the cow owner 
do that he might, on his conscience, say that he had done 
all he reasonably could to limit the danger. 

He onght not, in the first place, to sell milk from any 
cow that was visibly affected with tuberculosis or show- 
ing any symptoms which suggested to him that the cow 
might be affected with tuberculosis ; and if he was in 
doubt he had the veterinary profession to consult. At 
one time it was thought that if they could exclude the 
consumption of milk from visibly diseased udders there 
would not be much risk, but investigations had altered 
that opinion, and he was bound to admit that cows 
which suffered from advanced tuberculosis frequently 
yielded milk that was dangerous, although the udders 
appeared to be perfectly healthy. So the attitude of a 
conscientious farmer or dairyman was not to sell for 
public consumption the milk of any cow that had a 
diseased udder, or any cow showing symptoms which 
were suggestive of tuberculosis. (Cheers.) 





Sir Jonn, replying to questions, said one would never 
get rid of tuberculous herds unless he used the tubercu- 
lin test, and no Government would ever stamp tuber- 
culosis out of the country with any less rigorous means, 

Answering Mr. Sadler, Secretary of the Cheshire Milk 
Producers Association, who asked if the third interim 
report of the Royal Commission, of which Sir John was 
a member, particularly in connection with the feeding of 
swine with the milk of cow B. proved that there was 
small risk to hnman beings in the drinking of tubercu- 
lous milk, Sir John said the logical conclusion was that 
the milk of cow B was not very dangerous to pigs, but 
it justified no such conclusion as Mr. Sadler had invited 
them to draw, because the danger arising in connection 
with tuberculous milk, other things being equal, depen- 
ded upon the number of tubercle bacilli in the milk. 
There was a distinct danger to hnman beings in connec- 
tion with tuberculous milk, but it varied from case to 
case. Asa milk consumer he absolutely protested 
against the dairyman insisting that he must take even 
a small risk of tuberculosis through taking his milk for 
which he paid the full market price. (Cheers.) _ 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 





Anthrax. 
Period. 


Foot- | Glanders 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


~ Rabies. ere 
Cases 
Confirmed. 


Glanders 
(including 
Farcy) 


Sheep 
Scab. 


Swine Fever. 








Out- | Ani- 
preake| 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Feb. wi 25 | 297 


1908 ..] 18 | 23 
Corresponding week in {3907 ee 3s | 
1906 20 | 


Total for 9 weeks, 1919 Fe .. | 258 | 


Ani- 
mals. /breaks| mals. 


Out- 
mals. jbreaks 


Out-| Ont- | Slangh. 
reaks] breaks.| tered * 


Ont- | Ani- 


Dogs. | Other 





’ 


10 37 18 | 


1356 25 
22 49 19 
16 5 13 


101 89.267 314 








1908... | 225 | 
Corresponding period in { 1907 167 | 
1906 176 





Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
March 2, 1909 


Week ended Feb. 20 


1908 
Corresponding Week in 1907 
ay 1906 


IRELAND. 





478 
173 284 
200 














Parasitic Mange. 
Outbreaks. 


26 





19 
4 93 
2 oe 








Total for 8 weeks, 1909 


142 12 





1908 .. 2 
Corresponding period in {1907 ee * 
1906 .. 2 











4 183 25 575 
oe we 21 lu? 32 566 
1 | 14 100 5 152 




















Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 24, 1%9 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Irfection 








Glasgow Veterinary College. 


The following notice appeared in The Glasgow 
Herald of Wednesday, Feb. 24 :— 


APPLICATION FOR A LICENSE OF 
BOARD OF TRADE. 





THE 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, That in pursuance | 
of the 23rd Section of the Companies Act, 1867, Appli- | 


cation has been made to the Board of Trade for a 
License directing an Association about to be formed 
under the name of THE INCORPORATED GLAS- 
GOW VETERINARY COLLEGE, to be registered 
with Limited Liability without the addition of the word 
“ Limited” to its name. 

The objects for which the Association is proposed to 
be established are (inter alia): To take over the present 
Unincorporated Veterinary College in Glasgow, and to 
take over, as at , 1909, the whole Rights, 
Funds, and Property, Heritable and Moveable, belong- 
ing or appertaining to the said Veterinary College, or 
such of the Premises aforesaid as may be legally vested 


in the Association, and tocarry ona Veterinary College. | 


The other objects of the Association are set out in 
extenso in the Memorandum of Association, a copy of 
which may be inspected at the Office of Messrs, Russell 
and Duncan, Writers, 54 West Nile Street, Glasgow. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN, That 
any Person, Company, or Corporation objecting to this 





Application may bring such Objection before the Board 
of Trade, on or before the 18th Day of March next, by a 
Letter addressed to The Comptroller of the Companies 
Department, Board of Trade, 8 Delahay Street, Lon- 
don, 8S.W. 
Dated this 20th day of February, 1909. 
RussELt & Duncan, Agents. 


The Danger of Glanders. 


William Lewis, a general haulier, of Brithdir, was 
summoned at Merthyr on Friday for not reporting a 
case of glanders, and also for causing the carcase of a 
horse which had died from that disease to be removed. 
Mr. F. P. Charles appeared for the defendant, who 


| pleaded that he was unaware that the horse had suffered 


from glanders, but, having regard to the fact that the 
ailment was very prevalent in the district, the stipen- 
diary considered that his suspicions ought to bave been 
aroused. On the first summons the defendant was fined 
5s. and costs ; the second summons was dismissed upon 
payment of costs only. There were summonses also 
against James Boulton, horse slaughterer, Merthyr, and 
Frank Halliday, a man in his employ, who were defended 
by Mr. J. W. Lewis, for removing the animal, the former 
being ordered to pay the costs, whilst the case against 
the latter was dismissed altogether. 
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Ratepayers and Public Health. 


Mr. Share Jones, of the University of Liverpool, in 
bis address from the chair at a general meeting of the 
members of the Cefn and District Ratepayers’ Associa- 
tion, held in the Council Schools, drew attention to the 
necessity for well organised associations of the kind 
with a continuity of policy. They should not, he said, 
be called into existence simply to attack particular 
measures, but their main object should be to assist the 
authorities to dispense the public funds to the greatest 
advantage and for the welfare of the community. Asan 
illustration of the utility of an association of that kind, 
Professor Share Jones referred to the question of public 
health, which was looming largely in the public eye at 
present, and was rapidly becoming increasingly promi- 
nent, so that in the near future it would take its place 
alongside such great questions as education, ete. Much 
good work has beer dune by our Public Health Authori- 
ties in the past, but there was still a great deal more to 
do in the future. The third interim report recently 
issued by the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis indi- 
cated that urgent and stringent measures would have to 
be taken in regard to the inspection of meat and nilk 
for human consumption, if tuberculosis, the greatest 
scourge of our country, and the greatest enemy our 
country possessed, was to be overcome. 

The state of chaos to which this branch of public 
work has been allowed to drift amounted to nothing less 
than a scandal, for the superficial examination of the 
question would reveal an absolute want of uniformity 
and organisation, and an indiscriminate allocation of 
duties in connection with what wasa sacred problem, to 
men totally unfitted forthe work. The result was that 
immense sums of money willingly subscribed for a noble 
object had been wasted. The public had received but 
little protection, and deplorable friction had arisen be- 
tween various sections, particularly the farmers and 
butchers. At Public Health Congresses this had been 
pointed out again and again, but the conditions re- 
mained unaltered, and one reason, to his mind, was be- 
cause the parties discussing the problem were more or 
less interested. The effect on the public mind was toa 
great extent in conseqnence lost, and the public remained 
apathetic. Much money would be extended, and it 
was for the ratepayers who found the money to take this 
matter in hand, and they should see that they received 
the services of those who were best qualified in the 
various branches of the work, to achieve the objects for 
which the money was subscribed. 

Mr. E. Lloyd Jones also addressed the meeting, and 
remarked that he was of opinion that the main roads 
should be a charge on the exchequer of the country. 

Other speakers included Alderman Christmas Jones, 
Alderman D. W. Roberts, Councillors Ellis Davies, 
Daniel Williams, Messrs. G. Calvert, W. H. Morris, and 
T. O. Davies.— Border Counties Advertiser. 


Personal. 


Mr. P. M. Wacker, M.R.C.V.S., of Blackwall, Hali- 
fax, having decided to retire from active business, has 
sold his veterinary practice to Mr. J. S. Drabble, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Chesterfield, an announcement to this 
effect appearing in another column of this issue. Mr. 
Walker has now had a !ong connection with Halifax, 
and his retirement aff rds us a fitting opportunity to 
draw from him—with his ready acquiescence—some 
interesting reminiscences of his career. 

Mr. Walker, needless perhaps to say, is a Scot. He 
belongs to a very old stock in the West of Scotland—of 
which he is unquestionably proud—the Macaulays, of 
Arden Caple. His great grandmother was one of the 
Macaulays who are among the oldest families in that 
part of the country. Mr. Tobias Smollett the novelist, 





Lord Macaulay, and the present Earl Spencer also 
sprang from this family. 

Born at Luss, Loch Lomond, Mr. Walker was the son 
of the village blacksmith, but as a boy he served his 
time in an iron shipbuilding yard in Port Glasgow. 
Subsequently he left the shipbuilding yard and returned 
home, and then, like his father, became the village 
blacksmith also. 

As a youth Mr. Walker was of an inventive turn of 
mind, and when 22 or 23 years of age he introduced 
into Scotland the improved bicycle wheel. He gathered 
the idea from an inspection he made some years before 
of the largest water wheel in the world, at Greenock— 
in company with his father—and after much studying 
and modelling he brought out the invention which re- 
placed the then existing wooden bicycle wheels. A 
Coventry firm, he relates, went to Scotland and took 
the improvement up. 

Mr. Walker relates that as soon as he had sufficient 
money to enable him to do it, he went and brought him- 
self through the veterinary college, and he was the 
only medallist of the year in which he qualified. After 
that he started practice as veterinary surgeon in Ard- 
rossan, and he was not there long when his inventive 
genius came to the front again, with his introduction of 
the artificial frog-pad for horses, and old veterinary sur- 
geons said then—over forty years ago—that it was the 
best thing of its kind they had known, and that noth- 
ing would exceed it. And since it still is in great de- 


mand, Mr. Walker declares with legitimate pride that 
he knew of nothing in the whole veterinary profession 
asan agent to relieve suffering in the noblest of animals 
like this artificial frog-pad. 
From Ardrossan Mr. Walker came to Halifax in 1872, 
and it was because he required all the ree at his 
t 


command to purchase the practice in Blackwall that he 
did not finish his patent of the frog-pad, which had to 
be dropped. The practice which has been established 
for over a century, Mr. Walker has now sold on his 
retirement from active work to Mr. Drabble. While in 
Halifax Mr. Walker has produced many patents in 
veterinary instruments, and he also some years ago 
developed a speciality in ventilating, a business well- 
known in Halifax and all over the country, and still 
successfully carried on with his partner, Mr. Barsdorf. 

Mr. Walker bad 29 years’ service with the local cavalry 
and artillery. He joined the 2nd West Yorkshire 
Yeomanry Cavalry as a private in 1873, and he left with 
the rank of ee cer Sergeant-Major, while he left 
the Artillery Corps with the rank of Major. Always a 
fine horseman, he could be relied upon to ride the best 
mount it was possible to get. 

Although Mr. Walker is retiring from active business 
he is not leaving Blackwall, and his successor will have 
the advantage of his long and varied practical exper- 
ience.— Halifax Daily Guardian. 


Wa Luis.—On Ist inst., at Halstead, Essex, the wife 
of F. Morton Wallis, M.R.C.V.S., of a daughter. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Feb. 26. 


TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED List. 

Vet.-Capt. J. A. Todd from the Susssex LY., to be 
Vet.-Capt., with precedence as in the Imperial Yeo- 
manry. 

Vet. Lieut. O. G. Hills from the Warwickshire LY. 
to be Vet.-Lieut., with precedence as in the Imperial 
Yeomanry. Dated April 1. 

Vet.-Lieut. O. G. Hills to be Vet.-Capt. Dated 
July 25. 
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March 2. 
Vet.-Maj. George Hill Elder, frorh the West Somerset 
LY., to be Vet.-Major, with precedence as in the Im- 
perial Yeomanry. Dated April 1, 1908. 
Harry Peele to be Vet.-L‘eut. Dated April 28, 1908. 


Extract from Transvaal Government Gazette. 
Dated February Sth, 1909. 


Capt. James Irvine Smith, South African Constabu- 
lary, to be Principal Veterinary Officer, Transvaal 
Volunteers, with the rank of Major ; to date from Ist 
Dec., 1908. 








OBITUARY. 
Georce Featuer, V.S., Cullingworth, near Bradford. 


Mr. Feather died on March 2ad, from bronchitis, aged 
89 years. 


Mr. Davin James Hamitton, M.B., F.R.C.S.E., 
F.R.S.E., F.KS., LL.D., who last year resigned office 
as professor of pathology in Aberdeen University, died 
at his residence in Aberdeen on Friday. Professor 
Hamilton was born in Falkirk, and had reached his 
sixtieth year. A master of his own department, to the 
Sv, in which he was appointed in 1882, Mr. 

amilton rendered unique service to agriculture. He 
presided over the “ Braxy” and “ Lonping-[Il” Com- 
mission, and made important discoveries with respect to 
these diseases, alike in connection with the Commission 
and through private investigations conducted by him for 
several years. He also conducted an_ independent 
inquiry into the vexed question of the relation between 
bovine and human tuberculosis. In all his research 
work Professor Hamilton maintained the detached air of 
the rigid investigator. He never allowed himself to 
be influenced by the prejudices and preconceptions of 
men less under the control of the scientific treatment, 


Death of Mr. J. G. Salisbury Darby. 


An inquest was held at Scarborough on Wednesday, 
February 24th, on the death of Mr. J. G. Salisbury 
Darby, 30, son of the vicar of Billericay, Essex, assistant 
to Mr. James Cooke, a Scarborongh veterinary surgeon. 

William Newton, chemist. said he supplied Mr. Darby, 
who said he had been suffering from influenza, with 
20 grains of sulphonal on Sunday night. 

Replying to the Coroner he said 30 grains was a 
maximum dose. Other evidence showed that Mr. Darby 
took sulphonal as a head-ache powder. 

Mr. James Cooke said a fortnight ago Mr. Darby 
became affected with an infectious disease from which 
horses were suffering. 

The Coroner : What is that ?—Influenza, complicated 
with heart affection. Mr. Darby had been in contact 
with about 200 horses affected that way. 

The Coroner : What effect has that upon the human 
frame ?--They show similar symptoms. Some atten- 
dants on horses, had been similarly affected. Human 
beings so affected suffer from laryngitis, with fever, head- 
ache and sore throat. 

Medical evidence showed that death was due to 
cardiac failure caused by an overdose of sulphonal. 

A verdict was returned that death was due to an over- 
dose accidentally taken.— The Yorkshire Evening News, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON ‘‘CLIENTS.”’ 
Sir, 

At the obvious risk of coming under the withering satire 
of Mr. E. Wallis Hoare, I venture to point out tohim thata 
client is one who seeks the advice or protection of another. 
Metaphorically he drinks in the words of peerless wisdom 
which fall from the lips of his patron. If, therefore, ‘* you 


agree with everything your client says, and never attempt 
to disprove his pet theories,’’ it is difficult to gather how 
the person in question, even using the word client in itg 
widest and least archaic sense, can come under that desig- 
nation. 

But throughout hisessay Mr. Wallis Hoare places before 
us some truly Gilbertian situations. For instance, he not 
only represents himself as acting Patience to the retired 
military man’s Bunthorne, but we are led to believe that 
he plays the same part with equal ease and grace to the 
R.M.M's understudy and groom. Or like Katherine re- 
duced to obedience by Petrucio, our essayist on occasion 
warbles secretly : 


‘* Then God be blessed it is the blessed sun, 
But Sun it is not ; 

And the moon changes even to your mind, 
What you will have it nam’d even that it is.’’ 


Of course, as the Chicago merchant wrote to his son, 
you want to be nice and mellow to your employers, but 
always remember that mellowness carried too far becomes 
rottenness, and that flattery only assists you in making a 
fool of yourself. 

Then, again, we are instructed that our charges to the 
business man ‘ should be strictly moderate, else our client 
makes this an excuse for transferring his patronage to other 
quarters,’’ and that both the gentleman type of horse 
dealer and the professional ‘‘make good clients so long as 
matters run smoothly, but their patronage ceases when you 
have to reject a horse which they have sold for a high 
figure.’’ The puzzle here is to find the patrons. 

The information that lady clients exercise a civilising 
influence on the practitioner is particularly interesting. I 
presume Mr. Hoare alludes to Ireland. Probably in early 
Paleolithic times the veterinarian on this side of St. George’s 
Channel was a little rough in the presence of the other sex, 
but we have good grounds for the belief that when the 
mammoth disappeared, the practitioner became as civilised 
as any other member of the community. We know that 
in the Celtic period he had reached the coveted position of 
Arch Druid, and later at Rome wore the toga virilis of a 
patron. But, judging from Mr, Hoare’s communication, 
this garment seldom adorns his own person; even the 
sagum he would appear to find too dignified. Clothed in 
the tunica vulgaris of a client he ignores altogether the con- 
ditions expressed by the word ‘“‘ gravitas,’’ and mixes up in 
delightful confusion patrons, clients and ethics in his 
discourse. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
J. B. Roserrson. 
Dear Sir,— 

Will you kindly insert the following in The Record. 

Will any reader of The Record kindly inform me through 
its pages whether there be any man or men in Scotland or 
Ireland—especially Ireland, practising the veterinary art or 
any branch of it, whose name is not on the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons and who are earning their living 
entirely by practising the said art or any branch of it, and 
has no other means of making a livelihood, as I am contem- 
plating writing and expessing my views on the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act Amendment Billin a future issue of your 
journal. 

Yours faithfully, An Irtsx V.S. 





CommuNIcATIONS AND Papers Recetvep.—Messrs. G. 
Thatcher, E. Wallis Hoare, Louis Browne, Andrew 
Watson, C. Cunningham, Loudon M. Douglas 

The Weekly Press, (Christ Church, N.Z.) The Canterbury 
Times, (N.Z.) |The Manchester Evening Chronicle, he 
Glasgow Herald, The Daily Mail (Hull), The Border 
Counties Advertiser. Feb. 27. 

Messrs.—V. de. V. H. Woodley, J B. Robertson, C. J. 
Reakers, H. B. Eve, W. Shipley, G.H. Locke, H.J. 
Dawes, G. Lockwood. 

Annual Report 1908, by Peter McIntyre, M.R.C.V.8., 
Burgh Vety. Inspector, Greenock. 








The Yorkshire Evening News, The Halifax Daily Guardian, 
The Folkestone Express. March 6. 





